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An the year 1634, Leonard Calvert, appointed liieutenanl- 
general and Governor of Maryland, by his brother Cecelius, 
Lord Baltimore and proprietary, George Calvert, another 
brother, and about two hundred colonists, having sailed from 
England the year before, and wintered in the West India is* 
lands, landed and fixed themselves on the north side of the 
Paitowmack river, a. few miles from tfae mouth of it, and called 
the place St. Mary's. 

This was effected without any opposition from Ihe natives 
of the country, who it would appear according to Mr. Bozman's 
researches, were subjects of Gpitchapan, Powhatan's successor 
or of the same confederacy, and governed by a youthful Werow- 
ance or viceroy and a regent of the name of Archihan. They 
received a satisfactory compensation ^ were much reduced and 
terrified by their northern neighbours of red men, and willing to 
receive the protection of allies so enlightened and warlike as 
were the new colonists. 

These being in part, gentlemen of affluence, well provided, 
aniving at a favorable season, and countenanced, though not 
encouraged, and sometimes opposed by the earlier settlements 
of the Virginia colonists on the south, and the Swedes and 
Butch on the north^ did not encouffter the distress and defeats 
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which hid usually attended such settlements. BeiWes the 
Governor and his brothejf*,. w^ M^ jthjB paroes of Jerome Haw- 
lej, Thomas ComwallH; fflchard Gerrard, Edward Wintour, 
Frederick Wintour and Henry Wiseman, Esqs. Capt John Hifl 
ttid Messrs. John Saunders, Edward CranfieM, Henry Green, 
Nicholas Fairfax, John Baxter, Thomas Derrel, John Medcalfe, 
and Willi^ 9mi*<^> 9f ^^^^9 Miesars. Hawl^y m^ £oniwaHta 
^ere appointed by Lord Bdtimore, to be asnstants to the 
boTemor, or Councillors*. Captain Henry Fleete, who they 
found at Piscataway on landing, assisted them materially. 

They lived in the same houses, and cultivated the same 
grounds with the red 4>^le, and in thp utmost harmony, until 
one of the Virginia touhcil, nkmed William Claybome, who had 
procured a license to trade, and established factories on Kent 
Island and near the Sus^ehamirt, excited the Indians living 
within the territories granted to Lord Baltimore, but who were 
]^cified or overawed when the Qoy^mqr had forcibly dispersed 
ffi^ intruders soon aiW- 

^eorge Cajvert, the first Beiron of Baltin^ore and father of 
the propnetary, who had named the son after his patron, H^^bert 
C^^D. £iai:l of Salsbury, was born at Kipling in Yorkshire and 
^^ycated at Oxford ^niver^ity, which he represented in Parlia- 
ment afterwards ; filling the pffice of Secretary of State, 
but was rather one of the Secretaries of the Council of State as 
Xh^VL or^Qized, and the King l\ad granted him part of I^ew* 
fuundland, which he called Avalon, visited and made some im- 
provc^nienta there, but vainly attempted to colonize. He had 
Deen one of the society or company for settling Virginia in 
1620, and had, on account of difficulties encountered during his 
rcsiil,ence there, as a Roman Catliolic, to which religion lie had 
bfcom^ a convert and thereby forfeited all his offices, except 
tlia^ of a Privy Councillor, in which he was continued during 
the life of James I. the promise of another particular grant 
frpifi the King; it was rather an exemption from the locfeiture 
incurred by that company, than an -encroachment on former 
g^-ants, for the successor to the crown to bestow on Cecilius 
the son, the unsettled lands on the Chesapeake, and from the 
secv to the source of the Patowmack 5 the former were supposed 



ip <j6x^md:MmJk» Sath to the 40th ii«gree of nmAlftti^ii^^s 
4eseryMd in 4ie di«rter« and Sir Jiiltn Harvsy, the tfaien viear^f 
•flf ViigiMaf {Mlitelj jvaited on;a^ teaderod his jdvilities t» ^ 
'teither, t&m Oovernor. 

in that act, the province whioh Loi^ BaltinMne intooded i» 
call Cr^ceatia, was named Marylandyty KdngCharldSyinfaea^ 
m of his rojal coasort, vf\» was H^mtet^nMaiia, daughter of 
H^cylV. of France. 

U does not appear that ihese coloniato were actnsied kfj m 
over pioos zeal to convert the heathen, or the extwrw^wilt pra^- 
joet ^ finding a passage to ^e ei»st through i\» western <^nti- 
tioent ; but, out of respect for ik&r religion, iSktj planted th^ 
d^ss, and after fortifjing themselves, plainly amd opeftilj set 
about to obtain by tbeHBiirest meaiis i« tb^ powieF, odier pro* 
fer^ and homes, wbere they shonid: escqie tb% p^rsecuHons of 
the nd^iou^ and poMdcal reformers iX ^eir native coimtry «! 
tbai period* 

The land; was granted Lord Baltimore ilcoordiog to. thi 
most liberal ientireol the times, two Indian arrowsa yetur ; th« 
colonists were exempted from English customs or laxes Utte^ 
and entitled to protection from that kingdom, athome or abHmd^ 
as native born subjects* Although there wer^ clfinses which k 
British^ attorqey-gmieral in 1680, declared to be, ^ not agreeable 
to.thelaws there,'' laws could only be made here with the advice 
and consent of the freemen or their deputies; and) if amonp$t 
the grants, there was power to make ordinances given to the 
prqirietaries, there is an exception of much liberality tdwardi 
the people, which was, that, ''no person should be deprived of 
member, life, freehold, goods or chatties,'* by such ordinances; 
and the act became a model for succeeding grants. 

According to the conditions of plantation of the proprietary, 
as contained in «• The Lamlhalder^n ^ssistant/^ each colonist ■ 
was entitled to one hundred acres fw himself, as much for \m 
wife and fifty acres a piece for his chihiren and servants^ in 
perpetuity, on payment of twenty pounds of wheat per hundi'ed 
acres, per annum. There were to be baronies as well as ma* 
nors for larger tracts, than which there could not be a greater 
inducement fiw ind«pondent settlers; and some, by paying the 
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passages of others, obtained, with their services, the land rights 
of upwards of twenty persons or two thousand and three thou- 
sand acres ; no privileges were enjoyed for such hu^e estates 
except that of being able to lease them out again, and no baro- 
nies were ever granted, though a court-b^ron and court-leet 
were held on one or two occasions, and there was a line or tax, 
upon sales of iMid, equal to t^e quit rent (^ a year, on each 
sale or alienation ; for a majority of the /ree^oMers here, wotdd 
necessarily be composed of lesser tenants, and feudal service 
was becoming odious every where. 

With exfH^ssions of gratitude for his personal exertions^tiie 
proprietary added to his brother's powers, those ot Admiral, 
Chief Judge and Chancellor ; and it is stated that the Governor 
immediately proceeded to appoint a Secretary and Sherifir niili- 
tary officers, Commissioners of the Peace and Coroners, and , 
that, witli Jerome Hawldy and Thomas Comwallis, coundllcnv 
who came out with him, he issued an order to encourage emi- 
gration by offers of land. The colonists were soon assembled, 
once within, the very year in which they arrived, as is stated 
in Chalmer's Annals, for the purpose of legislation and police, 
secured to them by th^ diarter ; but there are no copies of their 
laws and very imperfect notes of their proceedings, for the first 
three or four years. It may now appear strange, but the first 
difficulty was, where the making of laws should commence; 
yet, such has often been the effect ol ihe use of terms like those 
of the charter, wherein Lord Baltimore was to make laws, *^ of 
mid tvith the advice^ assent and approbation " of the freemen. 
Those that were forwarded by the proprietary, were rejected 
by the Assembly ; those* drawn up by that body, were refused 
by him, and the Assembly persisted until they succeeded. 

From the list contained in Mr. Bacon's collection, it appears 
that the latter included bills for swearing allegiance, for the 
liberties of the people, for laying out church glebes and for the 
support of the proprietary. The Assembly also were obliged, 
for want of established laws and courts of justice, to try an 
agent of CI ay home's, of the name of Thomas Smith, whom they 
had taken after a combat of pinnaces in the bay, in whicli some 
lives on both sides were lost, and condemned as a pirate, pas- 
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sing a bill of attainder against his priiicipal, then gone to Eng- 
land to seek in vain that redress which> however unwillingly, 
the government of Virginia had been obliged to refuse him. 
Assemblies were composed of the Governor, as President, Je- 
rome Hawlej, Thomas Cornwaltis and John Lewger> Esqs. his 
councillors, summoned bj writs of the Governor; as were the 
chief officers of the province, for some years ; sitting as indi- 
viduals in their own rights, and atso as proxies for some others, 
and all the freemen who should chase to attend; and all 
were freemen, except hirelings, paupers and servants. The 
number of votes with the proxies, about seventy. Mr. Lewger, 
who had lattly arrived, was also appointed by the proprietary. 
Collector, Treasurer and Secretary of the province, and acted 
as such to the Assembly, and Surveyor-general, Judge in causes 
testamentary and conservator of the peace by the Governor, 
who also appointed him his deputy, when absent in 16d8, but 
was by him suspended for a short time, for committing to Cap- 
t^n Fleete, extravagant and unlawful authority. When re- 
ai^pmnted, he was also made attomey-generaL Captam Robert 
Wintour, then lately arrived. Was made a Councillor early in 
the year, and in the course of the summer Mr. Hawley died. 

Among the acts passed at a Session held at St. Mary's, five 
years after they arrived in the country, that is, 1639, 
we find the first relating to the House of Assembly itself. 
Here, upon writs being issued by the Governor, delegates elect- 
ed by the freemen were to sit as burgesses, one or two for each 
hundred, with the persons specially called by the Governor, 
and such freemen as had not consented to the election of others, 
or any twelve or more of them, including always the Governor 
and Secretary. Their Acts being assented to by the Governor, 
were to be as binding as if the proprietary and all the freemeii 
had been present, until assented to or rejected by him: and it 
was intended that those Assemblies should be called once in 
three years, at least, as it is believed. 

After providing that the Governor should hold courts of 
justice, and the Secretary take probats of wills, they proceeded 
to extend a limited jurisdiction to the commander of Kent, who 
Wis Captain George Evelyn; some of its original settles sub- 
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audi YiipmfGr' vf'ms dif^ spirit, '-W bfe' rCe^yi^efcd «nt}l tfW oUi^' 
\vW!e.<li«<rfMi»gft<J5 sW«W>IWg^all to adiMoigt^f- jtfjit*Q% a^cord^^ 

aft4 renewing ftfcitf^rights'of'allW *Bhglidh^b<>Wi 9fib)«;tai, a^feottl:: 
in^t« the'igrfeat^h«tiPrrof»Bliglalfid5 estaWidhbgHhe trial %' 
JH*S3rof4Ui*\^*eifr6feitt;ftn')at1e»»t^ aftei* indictment, in ^rhhlfthl 
caaesi Thei GoVerii4r' had » With Oaptaitt Rdbfert Winfeiir^ ahd" 
Johh Lewgep,vheld a- coitnt|jr coUrt at^St>Bf^ry% iii w(iich*a^ 
gpxiulv jury presented- Claybdrfte' arid ' Sfclth Wth^^Ass^hib!^/ 
anduThomas BdUlridge was a|^««rtted ShfertflT'ahd tWotter, fdr 
ofteiyeap; Oottn^JOcmrts rose with thfecotrntteB^iii the* peK 
saoB^oFthe commiiiidar and cotflmlssroilefs/ tb€^r"p#v^ips iificl'i 
juw3BBKoti©ii being 5 veiy ^fiimted, with apfi^ts to^lh^prdtitlfcla* 
coupt, wi^ichJ coiiswted of 'the Governor and 'CocriicH, atthaif* 
tiia«^s/wdl as from the .Governor, as Chani^Hi^. It is mi^*^ 
ia9maiuisciipt> note* obligingly communicated^ by T: Hii'rig;' 
E|M|*3.cleri;ioftlfc Cbcnt of Appeals, that U was * practice ttf 
hiidf tlie PpiiTiiiGial Coiwt at different places, and al»o, for 0A#^ 
ofitliecottDcil to be placed »at the headof thecommfetton fcft'^the*' 
cAfftty courts, for soittetime, as- commander of such county, 

TftenewiMPercertain powers given to the captain of thfe mSfr» 
ta«y^^t)aiid,thie^ pwbaWy Mn Cornwailis, who had captured 
Smkhf attd was th« Gtyrernor^s deputy during iome absences j 
a«d.a Treasureir, wbo was Mr. Giles Brent; then madb a memi;' 
b^ of the' coun43il also, was to pay all tte public chai^tf ob^ 
thiiowteiiiof^the Governor and Council These were &«trais^*f 
edMly ft ^at^ of five pounds in one hundred of alltoba(^coexs'*^ 
poried>'es0ept to Englatid, Ireland and Vii^nia'^' and not' 
eieeedkig ti^etify thou8a«id pofunds were voted foi* tbeerectuNi r 
of fi mater^^ilhf 'to be levied on all the inhabitants, as the Gor^ -' 
ersof •^nd'^Ci^iinml should direct; 

Thus an article of whicli it was once itsdea^uredto jnik^ 
Tent Ihe'-eottsumptiOB in the parent countryy.became the me- 
diHtt'StafH he»e instead di wheat ormofney^in soiAoIrt a tknei- , 
anAa3tlieiigh4ls4m^rtation'>from ether countries waiiprehibrteil^ 
th^p^ th^^Ki«i^^«i<ey«nue«mn»t have'din^^ wfiiarv 
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that government interdicted the direct trade from the colomes 
to other countries. From the impost thus levied, it is to be 
concluded, that such interdictions of trade in the staple, were 
not anticipated bj the colonists and they were never willingly 
a(!ssented to by them or by the proprietaries, as will be seen 
hereafter. 

The cultivation of tobacco appears to have been accompa- 
nied by, if it did not produce the introduction of slavery in 
Maryland, negroes being already the labourers of other colonies, 
where that or sugar was planted ; and, it was at this early 
day thought necessary by some, to deprive them of a full and 
equal enjoyment of the privileges or protection of the laws, as 
appears by one amongst a number of bills presented to this 
Assembly on different subjects, which however were not finall}i 
acted on or passed^ at that time at least. 

In 1640, owing probably, to the obstructed intercourse with 
the, natives and the necessity of providing stores for the mili- 
tary, the exportation of corn was prohibited; and three viewers 
or inspectors of tobacco were to be appointed by the com- 
mander in every hundred, sometimes co-e:xtensive with a 
county. When a hogshead should be found to contain bad 
tobacco for the greater part, it was to be burned, and when not 
sealed for good^ the exportation was prohibited under treble 
damages : It was however not uncommon, even at a later period, 
to ship that article in bulk as we now do staves or other lumber. 
It was provided also, that in case of the death of the Governor, 
the first named of the council should act in his place until a 
new one was appointed ^by the proprietary. 

The next year one subsidy of fifteen pounds of tobacco 
per poll was granted the proprietary for the maintenance of 
the government; and to contribute to this, every inhabitant 
male or female, except children under twelve years of age, 
were bound ; a System of taxation perhaps equal in the infancy 
of tiie colony, when there had been little or no visible property 
acquired except lands, and every persons means were neces- 
sarily dep^ident on the quantity of labour at his disposal ; ac^ 
cordingly, we find that fugatives were punished with forfeiture 
of life unless pardoned bgr the Governor. 
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Encouragement was given to the En^ish and Irish only, 
and in 1641, they were to bring in arms and amunition, accord- 
ing to liord Baltimore's conditions of plantation ; the quit 
rents being also raised ifl two shillings sterling for one hundred 
acres yearly; wliich was the rate established in Vir^nia 
by the crown in 1C25 5 and John Langford, Esq. was appointed 
Surveyor-general in the place of Mr. Lewger, and for life, be- 
cause perhaps, a person qualified for such an oflBce, could not 
be induced to relinquish the emoluments of an established coun- 
try for the hazards of an infant colony on common terms, and 
lie had probably rendered great services as high-constable of 
Kent in 1738, but it is the only instance of such tenure. Co- 
lonel Francis Trafford, William Blount, Esq. and this gentle- 
man were also made councillors on the resignation of Mr. 
Cornwallis in 1642; and all tliese officers appointed during 
pleasure, were generally re-appointed or continued as long as 
they lived. Provision was also made in the same Session, for 
the appointment of a person or persons to take probats of 
wills, grant letters of administration and hear testamentary 
causes in the county or counties, and most of this authority was 
Tested in each county court, with appeal to the provincial court 
or Governor and council, for some years. But the original 
jurisdiction of the county courts was much restricted, both in 
criminal and civil cases, until a few years before tiie province 
became independant. 

In 1642 an act vras passed for << an expedition against tlie 
Indians," which indicates the approaching difficulties of the 
colony at the time. Indeed it seems tliat in this very year 
some of the Marylanders, who had got amongst the Swedes as 
far north as the Schuylkill, were attacked by the Dutch, who 
were wtni by Kieft from New-York, by the natives called 
Dianhftttan, and by the Dutch New-Amsterdam, claiming 
the Hudson and Delaware, with the lands on both sides of 
those rivers, which country they called New-Netherlands. They 
excited tlie Indians, took forcible possession and drove our colo- 
niats back on the Chesapeake. Within eight years after their ar- 
rkal, in less time than either south or north Virginia had any As- 
sembly* and when the Parliament of England was reducing the 
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power of the peers, the freemen of Maryland formally request- 
ed that the burgesses might form a separate house, having a ne- 
gative in all laws 5'but it was ript assented to by the Proprietary 
or carried into effect until 1649. 

The Governor going to England in 164S, deputed Giles Brent, 
Esq. the '1 reasurer to be his deputy ; to whom the proprietary 
himself announced his approbation and his own intention to visit 
the province at an early period, but was prevented by the ap- 
proaches of the revolution there probably, and neve* did accom- 
plish it. 

The proprietary's benefactor, king Charles, having now been 
dnven from London by the commons, they passed an ordinance 
oflfering certain exemptions from customs in England, if the 
colonists would refuse to employ any other ships but theirs ; 
which was the foundation of the navigation act and others lead- 
ing to resistance and American independence. Clayborne who 
was perhaps already an associate of Cromwell, Hazlerigg and 
otliers, who were prevented from leaving England in 1638 by 
a«^eneral order of the g;overnment against disorderly fugitives, 
and now at least a partisan ot the commons, instigated a rebel- 
lion in the province, to which the Governor returned in 1644. 

At the head of the insurgents at this time, was a captain 
Richard Ingle, and they succeeded in driving Governor Calvert 
across the Patomack into Virginia, taking St. Mary*8 and the 
public records, which were never recovered, and leaves us igno- 
rant of many particulars relatjng to that eventful time. The 
Governor however returned and held assemblies in December 
1646 and January 1647, when provision was made for repairing 
Piscataway Fort, which was one of the last public acts of his 
life, as he embarked for England the latter year and there died. 

It appears that in 1644, William Brainthwaite, Esq. was to 
be Governor during any absence he might make, but that while 
in Virginia in 1346, the Governor sent a commission of deputy 
to Captain Richard Hill, and in his last illness in 1647, he ap- 
pointed Thomas Greene, Esq. who was a member of the coun- 
cil, verbally. This being contested by Capt. Hill, the council 
decided in favor of Mr. Greene, which was approved by the 
proprietary, and all Hill's acts made void, because he was not a 
member of council at the time he was commissioned. 
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In 1648 (new dtyle) an AssemUj was held under Mr. Greene^ 
in which an act was {Missed for settling the ^vemraent, '^ as 
the present state of things will permit,** a title very evincive of 
the distresses of the time. It is stated by Mr. Kilty, that Mrs. 
Maiigaret Brent, a connexion and perhaps heiress of the deputy 
Governor of that name, who was now attorney for the proprie- 
tary» iiod administratrix of Leonard, just deceased, claimed a 
voice in the Assembly, by proxy we presume, and being refused 
by Mr. Greene* made a formal protest against their proceedings. 

Theoffieeof Surveyor-general, being vacant by Ihe death of 
Mr. Ijangford, Robert Clarke, £sq. was appointed in his place 
and made a member of Council. It was from this time, that 
deputy-surveyors as well as deputy-commissaries of wills, 
were appointed for each county, the latter by their principals, 
but the former were often by the Governors or Proprietaries. 

Mr. Greene who had less discretion or foresight than his em- 
ployer, proclaimed Charles 11. and was succeeded the next year 
on this account ostensibly, though related to the Proprietary, 
by Wm. Stone, Esq. and now the Assembly appear to have sat 
in two distinct houses. It was in this Assembly, under the 
title of, " an act concerning religion,'* that liberty of conscience, 
was established, if it had not been before, by prohibiting, under 
severe penalties, any molestation of, " persons professing to be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ, for, or in respect of, his or her religion, 
or the free exercise thereof.*' That this liberality did not pro- 
ceed from fear of others on the one hand, or licentious disposi- 
tions in the government on the other, is sufficiently evident, from 
the penalties prescnbed against blasphemy, swearing, drunken- 
ness and Sabbath-breaking, by the preceeding sections of the 
act, and proviso at the end, that such exercise of religion did not 
inolest or conspire against the Proprietary or his government. 
Viewing the situation of the colony, it was good policy no doubt, 
even towards the dissenters, under whose extreme severity, all 
others, except perhaps the Jews, enjoyed a greater liberty of 
conscience in the parent country than the Roman Catholics. 

The 9&me kudable spirit induced the Assembly to pass an 
act under a title equally concise of, << an act touching Indians," 
by which it was felony of death, to take, entice, surprise, trans- 
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port or sell any friendly Indian, but the felony of death was 
without forfeiture of estate and according to modem jurispru* 
dence* The people were also prohibited from selling guns or 
ammunition to Indians, or purchasing their lands, without au** 
thority derived from the Proprietary; An assessment was to be 
raised on all the inhabitants to replace his stock of cattle taken 
for the army, and a further duty of ten shillings per hogshead 
granted him on all tobacco exported in Dutch vessels for seven 
years, to be collected before shipping, by the Governor ; one half 
of which was however, to be employed yearly towards discharge 
ing the debts incurred in recovering and defending the province. 
The good will which the colonists professed towards the Fro- 
prietajy in this gift during their « distracted condition," may 
be appreciated, when we consider that it was necessary to pass 
" an order providing for tlie relief of the poor,'* the year after, 
when the colony did not probably contain a thousand freemen. 

At the Assembly of this yeiar, 1649, the Proprietary having 
acceded to the views of the burgesses, the councillors and they 
sat in diiferent houses, and the titles of their acts were ohanged 
accordingly. 

Encouragement was now offered to settlers from all coun- 
tries, but they were enjoined to take an oath of fidelity to the 
Proprietary, who forbad all grants in trust or to corporate bodies ; 
a system which he reprobated, because perhaps, he had noticed 
abuses in the Virginia and Plymouth Companies. 

The Assembly of 1650, proceeded foimally to divide them- 
selves into two houses by law. There were eleven members of 
the upper-house, including the Governor, viz : Wm. Stone, Jas. 
Neale, Thomas Greene, Wm. Brainthwait, John Price, Thomas 
Hatton, Jno. Pile, Robert Clarke, Robert Brooke, Wm. Eltonhead 
and Wm. Mitchell, Esquires, and eleven burgesses from six 
hundreds in St. Mary's county, viz : Messrs. John Hatch, Walter 
Beane, John Medley, Wm. Broughe, Robert Robins, Francis 
Posie, Philip Land, Francis Brooke, Thos. Matthews, Thos.Ster- 
man and George Manners ; one from Rent Island, who was 
Robert Vaughan, the commander, and two from Providenc^^ 
Messrs. George Puddington and James Cox, which they imme- 
diately erected into a county by the name of Anne Arundal. 
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Here were a government of checks and balances already ; !egi > 
lative powers divided and derived from different sources, very 
independent, preventing combinations or cabals, and securing 
to the laws, in their formation as well as in their execution, the 
utmost deliberation and disinterestedness of which civil society 
is susceptible, at least as far as then discovered. 

By the act for settling the Assembly and, « for the more con- 
venient dispatch of the business '* the Governor and Secretary, 
or any one or more of the council, should be the upper-house, 
and the fourteen burgesses, by name, or any five of them, the 
lower-house, and all bills assented to by the major part of them, 
enacted and published by the Governor, should be laws of the 
province, as fully as if advised and assented to by all the fr^- 
men personally. It was for some time the practice of the Crov- 
ernor to sit and preside in the Assembly or the upper-house, but 
he still retained a negative ; and though he was empowered to 
assent to laws on the part of the Proprietary, the latter retained 
and exercised his negative also ; but, while the proprietary 
Government existed, the laws, or acts, were not submitted to 
the government of England or any branch of it, unless from 
discretion. When in the province, the Proprietary superced- 
ed the Governor and occupied his seat, and though he generally 
appointed all the councillors and high officers, they were some- 
times appointed by the Governors. Sucli continued to be the 
form of government of Maryland, with little variation, and ex- 
cept during the revolutions of the parent country, while it 
remained a domain of Lord Baltimore and his heirs. 

The two houses, after the burgesses had chosen James Cox, 
Esq. one of the deputiies from Anne Arundel, their speaker, tlie 
Governor appointing Mr. Wm. Bretton, clerk, passed a most 
humble act of recognition to the Proprietary, as the first fruits 
of their fidelity and thankfulness. While they accompanied 
this declaration with an act for the speedy payment of his debts 
and the reservation of the deserted plantations, they prohibited 
the raising of money or waging of war abroad without their con- 
sent, as well as all compliance with Clayborne : they also passed 
an act of oblivion, with an exception of Ingle and another. Al- 
though it was the practice with the natives to put their prisoners 
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to deatli geoerallj, it was not always the case, and a Ictj was 
made for redeeming two orphans detained by them ; and it 
seems some red people were kept as hostages or servants by in-« 
dividuals, in spite of laws ; but then the Assembly ordered a 
march upon the Indians, the re-edifying the fort at St. Inagoes, 
which in fact was their immediate dwelling, and provided for 
the registering of marriages, births and burials. 

The Parliament of London laid a speeifie duty of three 
pence per pound on tobacco, which was increased at this time 
considerably and imitated by that at Oxford. The order 
which was issued by the Parliament tliis year, for prohibiting 
trade with Virginia and several West India islands, must have 
increased the difficulties of our colonists who participated in 
the loyalty which was the cause of it, and tliey were not lessen- 
ed' by a similar act of Massachusetts soon after, when the 
famous uangation act was produced ; both of them to secure 
the commerce and reduce the southern colonies to compliance 
with the Parliament. Tlius were the troubles of Maryland caus- 
ed by the English colonists of America or English factionists at 
home, and no evidence appears that the parent country gave 
any assistance to our ancestors, either in procuring the soil she 
granted or settling their internal government: which, if 
bound at all by tliose charters, considered preposterous as mere 
donations of foreign territories, she should have done^ nor could 
the obligation be dissolved by domestic difficulties of her own 
creation which may have prevented her interference. She will 
scarcely find a justification for the regulation of the trade of 
the colonies dius commenced, m her opposition to tlie encroach- 
ments upon tliem by rival nations, or upon one another by the 
different Proprietaries, as she sometimes did, both before and 
after the grant of Maryland, for she commenced and terminat- 
ed her disputes with them at her own discretion, and not 
always to the advantage of the colonists or the Proprietaries. 

Those measures giving sanction to the reformers here, ap- 
pear to have had tlie effect of dividing our colonists ; and the 
parties took up arms againsfeach other, so that Governor Stone 
was obliged to abandon the administration of civil affairs to 
command the loyalists. What battles tliey fought, and bow 
many were killed is unknown to us, but these painful broils. 
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althoiigB confined to so small a temtorji for there were stiH 
Indian towns on the Patuxent, gave the rival neighbours time 
and c^portunity to fortify themselves and create future difficul- 
ties to the Proprietary and the province. Sweden had done 
little for her colonists and they remained quiet at Tinicum 
Island, when in 1651, the Dutch landed at New-Castle and 
built a fort there, by which the Swedes were alarmed, and Riz- 
ing, retook it and erected another fort at Christeen for their 
further security. 

' It appears that Messrs. Francis Yaidley, . Rich'd Preston and 
Richard Banks were added to the number of couucillors in 1652, 
when the insurgents subdued Governor Stone, partially at least, 
and got possession of the province. Clayborne secured the con- 
fidence of the ruling party by his hostility to the Proprietary's 
government, and was now with Oapt. Dennis and two others, 
commissioned for <* reducing, settling and governing all the 
plantations within the bay of the Chesapeake." They forced 
Governor Berkely to deliver up the colony of Virginia, as a do- 
main of the cnown, but not without some fighting and a capitula- 
tion. Governer Stone was not displaced directly, but required 
to govern inthe name of the Lord Protector, which Lord Balti- 
more resisted of course. The colonists again embodied under 
Mr. Stone and resisted, and so far succeeded, that the Gov- 
ernor and council erected a new county, which they called 
Calvert 5 but the parties were very unequal, especially after 
the reduction of Virginia, and finally, in 1654, Cromwell's com- 
tioners landed and assembled their forces on the ^north side of 
the Patuxent, where the people appear to have been more favora- 
ble to them than those of St. Mary's, and compelled the Gover- 
nor to submit. The victors issued a commission to Capt. Wm. 
Fuller, Richard Preston, who was one of the council, Edward 
Lloyd, who had been commander of Anne Arundal seven years 
before, William Durand, who was made Secretary by the others^ 
John Smith, Leonard Strong, John Law^son, John Hatch, Rich- 
ard Wells and Richard £wen, to be Governors and judges, un<i 
der Cromwell, and took and tried Governor Stone by a court- 
martial, and he was condemned to be shot $ but he had endeared 
himself even to the soldiery so much, that they dared not 
take lus life, and he remained a long time in confinement. 
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In the mean time iin expedition was sent from Ei^nd mi- 
der Nicbolls, with which the northern colonists were pressed to 
join, to expel the Dutch from New-Netherlands, but lit^e 4ud 
was given and the object failed. An Assembly was held un- 
der this commission at Patuxent, for the new Grovernors abolish* 
ed thename of Calvert county as the; had that of Anne Arundel, 
in which the upper-liouse was done away. Messrs. Thomas 
Hatton and Job Chandler who were burgesses for St. Mary^s 
county, refused to serve, as being inconsistent with th<l oath 
they had taken to Lord Baltimore, but two others were returned 
in their places ; Mr. Hatton had been a member of council^ 
Secretary, Commissary and Attorney-general 5 the first appoint* 
ed after Mr. Lewger, and Mr. Chandler had been also a mem- 
ber of council. The oath of fidelity was repealed and the ex- 
ercise of the Roman Catholic religion restrained, declaring that 
none who professed it should be protected either by the laws of 
the kingdom or of the commonwealth. Such laws were passed 
as would protect other sects, except Episcopalians, who were 
prohibited from prelacy or government by bishops, &c. and ten- 
dering the lands to emigrants on the original conditions. The 
terms of Assemblies were now fixed at three years. 

It seems that the Virginians wanted again to renew their 
claims to Maryland during these troublesome times ; at least the 
parliament commissioners charged Lord Baltimore with going to 
the King at Oxford and having commanded Stone's opposition 
to their authority ; wishing themselves to annex this province 
to that which they governed, as may be seen in Thurlor's state 
pipers; but Cromwell, who knew how to divide and reign, by 
letters to his Governors in 1655 and 1656 interposed his author- 
ity ; nor would he suffer the disputes of the Swedes and Dutch 
on the northern frontier to disturb the pacific policy he had now 
determined to maintain towards those powers, while he was ex» 
tending the British dominions in the West Indies at the expense 
of Spain. It was at this period that New-Castle and Christeen 
changeil masters, being taken from Rizing the Swedish Gov- 
ernor, by Stuy vesant^ the Governor of New-Netherlands. 

Then too, there arose iu Maryland an individual who resem- 
bled the Projector, in dissimulation if not in cotirage, .called 
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iTbsfais Fenddl, who gave his commissioner^ much ti^ouble and 
had mainly contributed to the late civil wars, the dangers of 
''fthich, one bvight think, would outweigh any personal advantage 
lie could ex[)ect from them. After holding one other Assem- 
bly in 1657, in which was passed an act of recognition ; aiid 
laying an assessment of thirty-two pounds of tobacco per poll, 
to defray the expenses of Kendall's war, and other charged; the 
commissioners surrendered the government to this tnan. Who 
had intrigued or manoeuvred so well as to be trusted wi^'a 
comnussion from ^Lord Baltimore. Fendall in fact summoned 
togetlier the two houses of Assembly in 1658, to meet at St 
I^eonarck, having created a new county which he named Charles, 
as a compliment to the future King or Proprietary, for that 
was the name of Cecilius' son, and before the death of 
Cromwell, in which a few laws of ordinary import were passed ; 
Tbe also held a provincial court, Hiilip Calvert, Esq. a brother 
of the Proprietary, being Secretary and Richard Smith, Esq. 
'Attorney-general ; whose decisions are the first reported by 
Harnssind 'M*Henry ; but, in 1659 the Assembly were called 
together at Thomas Gerrard's, to dissolve the upper-house. The 
Governor, pressed by Tlipmas Slye, Esq. the speaker, who hJid 
' been one of CromwelPs commissioners four years before the 
above Thomas Gerrard, though he had been a councillor under 
Brent and Stone, and colonel Nathaniel Utie, who had bein 
made one in 1658 by Fendall himself, under instructions from % 
the Proprietary to him, gave it as his opinion, that thcchartier ' 
invested the power of making laws in the burgesses only. Af- 
ier joining with them, he accepted a hew commission from 
them as Governor; and, new modelled like the commonwealth . 
of England, they with his consent repealed all former acts, dis- 
guising the treachery to the proprietary, under a feigned loyalty 
to the King whose restoration they anticipated, and whose do- , 
minion they would prbbaoly have preferred. The councillors or 
members of the upper-house, who protested and did not, like 
the three last mentioned, take seats in the other house, were the 
late Governor Stone, "Secretary Calvert, colonel John Price, 
}ob' Chandler, Robert Clarke, Baker Brooke, who was, a 
nephewiof the Frbprietary3<lward Lloyd, esquires, and Doctor 
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Luke Bailor, whom Fendall himself had dupng a late abs^nce^ 
made his deputy. The Governor however exertqd the force of 
the colony to maintain its limits against the Dutph, a^d sent color 
nel Utie to New -Castle to warn them awaj. Utie who was re- 
appointed councillor by the Proprietary, and more of a soldier 
perhaps than politician, took up land in Baltimore county; 
which was then first erected 5 whether by law or by order of the . 
Governor, does not appear, but was represented in the Assembly 
the same year, and is sufficient evidence of the fact. Counties 
\vere created sometimes by a proclamation of the Governor, but 
it seems tliat the appointment of commissioners or justices, was 
alone sufficient in some instances, and was probably the case . 
as to this county. 

Immmediately after Charles the second was restored* 
the Proprietary appointed his .brother and late Secretary 
irf* the province, Philip Calvert, Esq. to be Governor, accompar, 
nied vrith instructions from the King, <* to fill officers and sub- 
jects, to be aiding in the re-establishment of his lordship's just 
rights and jurisdictions.^ The Proprietary also obtained by de- 
cision of commissioners in England, a confirmation of his 
father*^ patent for Avalon, which had been granted 'to the Mar- 
quis of Hamilton and others, at the commencement of the civil 
war. 

Baker Brooke^ John Bateman, Robert Clarke, and Edw>r4 
Lloyd, esquires, were councillors; Henry Coursey, esq. council- 
lor, secretary and commissary, Tbos. Manning, esq. was attor- 
ney-general, and Mr. Brooke succeeded Mr. Clarke as surveyor- 
general. By his own instructions, the quit rents and alienation, 
fines were fixed at four shillings sterling, per one hundred acres 
yearly, for the former; and tliough the rents were fixed in 
money only, his agents werie at liberty to take wheat or other 
produce at a fair price, as the contracts stipulated for a lonj 
time, and he occasionally accepted of the old or half rents of 
two shillings. 

Fendall and Gerrard were condemned to be banished, but 
having surrendered themselves, the punishment was changed to. 
fine and disqualification to office; a lenity which, in this in- 
stance, as in others to be found in our history, was p^id by fu- 
ture treacherous and ungrateful acts. 
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The former privileges of the colony were renewed, as fully ^ 
as if the Proprietary had suffered no privations in England, or 
his Catholic brethren no persecutions in Maryland ; and the 
€k)vemor assembled the two houses eariy in 1661. The very 
first act they passed, and perhaps the first of tlie kind in Ame* 
rica, was to provide a public maintainance for those who should 
be maimed in defence of their country. There was immediate 
necessity for levies, to quell tKe Indians, called Janadoas, proba- 
bly from the country beyond the Patowmack, about the Shen- 
andoah, and the governor was authorised to call in the aid of the 
' Susquehannahs; which in our ancestors, was not a policy dictated 
by ambition, but a necessary resort for safety from savage na- 
tions which must have overpowered them if united, and no 
doubt a principal means of their triumph over unequal numbers. 
Further to relieve the trade of the country, a mint was estab^^ 
lished, and the only one on the continent except in Massachu- 
setts, where it was objected to by the crown, as an eocroach- 
ment on its prerogative. Here shillings were to be coined, 
ccmtaining at least nine pence worth of sterling silver; not 
from mines, which our ancestors never sought, but from the fruits 
rf their industry ; which were to be put into circulation in re- 
turn for tobacco, at two pence per pound, and thus the curren- 
cy was fixed as it continued until the war of independence, at 
68. for a dollar, or 133 1-3 per cent sterling. The British nation • 

were so much gratified with the abolition of certain feudal or « 

military tenures personally degrading, by the reformers, that , * 

the Ring gave his assent to an act for its ratification, and he dis- 
liked the Dutch, who, until that time, maintained the greatest « 
trade with the province 5 but the acts of the English Parlia- 
ment, revived or lately enacted, prohibiting the exportation of 
the staple articles, such as sugar, tobacco, cotton, indigo, &c. 
from the colonies to, or the importation of any articles from 
any foreign dominions ; confining all the trade and navigation 
to British subjects, which, it is true, was admitted to include 
the colonists, excepting only the ports of India and within the 
straights; and subjecting the imports from the colonies into 
England, and the exports into them from thence, to 9. shilling in 
the pound value, were so many instances of the readiness of 
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the Commons and the King to continue the measure s the late 
government,where policy or interest seemed to sanction or require 
it. With a due sense of their interests, if not power to enforce 
their rights as Englishmen and parties in the empire, entitled 
to trade every where under proper regulations ; the govern- 
ment of Maryland retaliated by the estiablishment of port or 
anchorage duties, which were to be paid the Proprietary, of half 
a pound of powder and three pounds of shot, or so much in 
value, for every ton of burthen of *«all vessels, whatsoever not 
properly belonging to this province, having a deck flush fore 
and aft, coming in and trading.". 

As a further proof of the interest Lord Baltimore took in 
the colony, he sent out his only son, Chairles, to be Goveiuot 
in 1662; and who though a youth, appeared to have inherited 
tlie energy as well as the virtues of his father. 

The late Governor Calvert was appointed deputy Governor 
and chancellor ; and except in two or diree ins^nces afterwards, 
the only case where that office was separated from the Gov- 
ernor, or Governor and councillors for the time being. It be- 
ing also of the first importance to have men of talent in such 
an office, the Proprietary appointed Mr. Jerome White survey- 
or-general, with instructions to lay off two or three hundred 
Acres of land, which were to be in St. Mary's, at the usual quit 
rent, for the express purpose of planting vines, some wine hav- 
ing been already made in Virginia before the establishment of 
our colony; but fashion and private interest prevailed over pub- 
lic utility in both, and tobacco continued to be the principal or 
only staple. Mr. White who was to have the vineyard, waJs 
also made a member of council afterwards. 

By one of the first acts under the administration of the new 
Governor it was declared tbat^ where the laws of the.province^ 
had nbt otherwise provided, justice should be administered ac- 
cording to the statutes and practice in England ; which though 
it was a mere revival of one of the first of the provincial laws, 
produced an act of gratitude^ providing twenty-five pounds of 
tobacc(( per poll for his own use, and which was continued annu- 
ally as long as his father lived. It was more common after- 
wards, and under all the different administrations, to allow the 
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Govecnor three pence a hogshead on Tobacco exported, in adr 
ditkm to such salaries as were granted by the government. 
Provision was made for the appointment of a Coroner in each 
county by the Executive^ who also appointed the Sheriffs, which 
ofllcer wifli the commissioners held the elections, and the lat- 
tei: appointed the constables. The Governor prepared an expe- 
dition against the Dutch settlement at the Hoarkill, now called 
I^wistown^ where they had levied duties on the trade of the 
Delaware, but which those people, anticipating the fate of their 
colony and yielding to the solicitations of the Proprietary him- 
ifielf with Holland, abandoned on his son's approach; and Beck - 
man the Dutch Governor, received and entertained our Gov- 
ernor at New^Jastle. Particular encouragement was given to 
audi as should take up lands and settle in the neighborhood of 
Lewistown, undeV our Proprietary, to secure the possesion no 
doubt Parliament entirely suppressed the growth of tobacco 
in England and permitted the colonists to import salt and Mar 
deira wine durect in ir63. 

Although patents were granted for lands in Baltimore 
county to Colonel Utie and others, during Fendall't^ adminis- 
tration in 1759, it was iounediately represented in Assembly, 
and courts were held in it two years after, to pass those titles, 
« An act for seating of lands in Baltimore county," introduced 
in 1664, was rejected by the Proprietary ; probably because he 
judged the extension of the then settlements on the west side of 
the bay premature while there was danger from enemies at 
home or abroad. But an act for quieting possessions and en- 
rolling conveyances was duly sanctioned^ and so were others for 
the encouragement of trade and manufactures ; one for in- 
stance, fo»r preserving the harbours and another to prevent the 
exportation of wool. Colonel Utie and Colonel Williapj 
Evans were appointed councillors, and Wm. Calvert, Esq. ^ 
nephew of the Proprietary, attorney-general, and afterwards 
commissary-general, being the first commission in which 
this office was taken from the Secretary^ 

Another expedition was sent from England to New-Nether- 
lands to expel the Dutch, and Stnyvesant surrended the colo- 
ny to Colonel Nicolls ; and the whole remaining to England by 
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the treaty of peace in 1667, was granted . to 4ie Duke of Yitk, 
whicti finally deprived Lord Baltimore of 4e landi boYd^riiq; 
on this side of the Delawai*, from its moutii to Phikdel]|iluiu 
By the tteaty of Breda, each party retained its conquests, and 
the Dutch haviag taken Surinam, got out of a neighboHiood 
whicK they had found troublesome, on advatagecms ternM. 

In 1665, the Proprietary gave his son, then Governor, and 
his male heirs, a reversion of almost all his manors and directed 
more to be laid off for him. 

In 1666, an act was passed authorising the Governor and 
council to make war or peace with hostile Indians, and another 
to proliibit the planting of tobacco for one year 5 not as was con- 
templated in England in James' reign, to prevent the use of it, 
but to raise the value ; for the article, which on its first intro- 
duction and for some time after, sustained the price of six and 
eight shillings sterling per pound, was now passed in payment 
here at 6s. per 100. It appears that the quantity already pro- 
duced so far exceeded the deihand, that, in Virginia, the 
growth was also prohibited and the number of negroes was con- 
sidered a grievance ; it was scarcely less so to persist in« cul- 
ture which cleared and rendered sterile the uplands whMe the 
low and fertile valHes were reserved for the sako of timber, no 
otherwito cnl^vaiod then w since ; but Lord Baltimore disap- 
proved of a measure so much like self-nlestniction, and declar- 
€fd the proposed act wOuld be injurious to the people as well as 
to the revemies frcfm the customs. Many of tiie Puritans had ^rk- 
igratied from Virginia, where they were persecuted by the Epis- 
copali^s, and people of that and other sects from N. England, 
'wbei'e the Puritans persecuted them. It appears too that the 
'people cidled Quakers, resorted to Maryland for protection, be- 
tore a refuge, was preparefd for tiiem in Jersey or Pennsyiva- 
*Wia, being better received' here than either in sautk or oortft 
tirginia ; but this coloiky acquired new accessions of Swedes 
and Batch, disturbed in their settlements first by the contests 
among themselves and afterwards by the hostilities of tiie Bri- 
tish and the Dutch about the New-Netherlands. Emigrants 
also arrived from the continent ot Europe disturbed by the rev- 
fdutioDS in Portugal and the Netherlands and Lewis XI Vs. pro- 
' scriptioa of Protestants. The acts of naturalization passed this 
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« JftVf ^ were certi^pij among ^ first of the kind passed in any 
of Jthe colonies, and we find the names of families then oc soon 
after Baturali;£ed, still familiar in some parts of Marj^land ; 
su^h as Van Swearingen, Lockerman, Van Bibber, Hesseiius, 
ComegySy Le Compte> Maynadier, &c. though the British gov- 
ernment urould not allow those acts to convej any of the rights 
or privileges of British subjects out of the colony ; and so it was 
admitted here afterwards ; yet it soon fell out with the Catho- 
lics of Maryland, as it had done with the Quakers in Pennsyl- 
vania, since their liberal policy brought them to be the minority 
of the people and the government fell from their hands. The 
governor and council erected a new county by the name of 
Somerset, and it is tliought Dorchester also, tliough the latter 
was not re{H'esented in the assembly until three years after. 

The division line from Watkin's Point across the peninsula 
to the sea, was fixed in 1668, by Philip Calvert, Esq* and a 
eommissioner from Virginia : but the line on the west is that set* 
tied by treaty with the Indiansi in 1744. 

Id 1669 persons desirous of erectii^ grist-mills were per- 
mitted to take up seats of twenty acres on either side of a 
stream, by valuation of juries, and hold the same eighty years ; 
tlie tolls being fixed at ohe eighth of the bashel <^ wheat and one 
sixth of the com; such at least were the terms prescribed by the 
act of 1704« which from the title appears to be a similar act. 
Acts were also passed making tobacco a legal tender for money 
debts, midung hig^v/ays, Uinitii^ ordinary or tavern-keepers 
and providing freight for the proprietary's and governor's to- 
bacco and other goods. A grant of lands was made by act 
of assembly to the confederate Indians of Chc^tank* and, in 
1693, other lands were granted to the Kanticoke Indians in 
die same neighborhood, <m leases of a few beaver skins an- 
nually ; in the first instance, to them and their heirs forever^ 
but in the latter instance, to them and their heirs and succes« 
sors forever, or so long as they shall occupy and live upon the 
same, and confirmed by succeeding laws. 

In 1669, the proprietary determined that those only then 
arrived, and settlers on the Delaware, should have lands at 
£s. per 100 acres, others to pay at the rate of four shillings.- 
Jfk this ^ear the goremor appointed bis uncle Philip Calvert, 



HISTORY OF MARTLAND. 25 

/lis cousiB WiHlam Calvert, and Messrs. White and Brooke, 
his deputies, paid a i^isit to his father in England, and was ab- 
sent the ensuing year. 

In 1771, tlie proprietary directed two manors of six thousand 
acres each, to be laid off and reserved in each county, where it 
had i;iot been done ; a part of which w as to be at the disposal of 
his son and heir, Charles, the governor. The assembly repeal- 
ed the acts for tlie support of the proprietary of 1649 ^nd 1650, 
it being intended to raise supplies by duties on tobacco, accord- 
ly two shilliugs sterling per hogshead was imposed on all to- 
bacco exported 5 one half to defray the charoes of government, 
and the other for the proprietary, he receiving the quit rents and 
alienation fuies in that article at two pence per pound. 

This was to be collected during his life, but was afterwards 
re-enacted for the life of his son Charles and grandson Cecilius. 
As the price of the article varied, it is evident the value pf 
the grant varied also; the proprietary received less tiian his rent 
at one time and more at anotiier, so that after many disputes 
on this subject, money was alone paid at last by offer of the 
assembly itself, but the vague terms used caused much pf the 
difficulty. Acts were also passed to establish a standard of 
weights and measures, which fortunately for the colonists gen- 
erally^ was taken by all from one English standard, and is there- 
fore of great facility in their commercial intercourse; to en- 
courage the growth of hemp and flax ; to establish rates for the 
sale of goods by retail, foreign engrossers being proscribed be- 
fore. The importation of negroes was also encouraged ; for it 
was said, tliere were still a greater number of servants than 
slaves in the province. 

I'here appears to have been no meeting of the assembly from 
this time during two or three years 5 and it was possibly, be- 
cause the parliament had undertaken to make laws for the colo- 
nists, as disagreeable to the proprietary and governor as to 
them. The regulations to which the ministry subjected the 
colonies, under the navigation acts or otherwise, had produced 
new appeals from their authority to the house of commons, and 
the nation having just gone to war, parliament took the opportu- 
nity to draw new aids from settlements which they now deemed 
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fixed if not wealthy, by taxing the products on their exportation, 
though it was contrary to the express terms of the twentieth 
article of the charter. Tobacco for instance, by an act of 1662, 
might be sent to some foreign countries, but going there, was 
to pay a certain duty at the place of shipment ; if no duty was 
to be paid, bonds were to be given to unlade in England, Ire- 
land or the colonies 5 the commissioners of customs in England 
were to appoint the collectors of this duty, and provision was 
made lor taxing oil and fins imported into England in colonial 
ships, while such importations in British ships were exempt. 
No legislative act was passed here to enforce the duties at the 
time ; but, by the appointment of the governor himself, as agent 
for the commissioners, the collection was at least partially eftect- 
ed through his address an«l vigilance; and with a view of pre- 
venting the exactions of strangers in office perhaps, he con- 
tinued collector of these duties until he became proprietary of 
the colony himself. 

A Mr. Jones and other Maiylanders, took possession of 
Lewistown and plundered the British officers fixed there by the 
government of New-York ; of which Mr. Lovelace, the governor 
of that province, addressed a serious remonstrance to our depu- 
ty governor, Philip Calvert, esquire, immediately ; the effect of 
which is unknown to us. 

There was at this time a prerogative court, in which the 
chancellor presided, but the commissary-general continued to 
appoint deputies in the counties. 

In 1673, lord Baltimore authoiised the leasing of his manor 
lands, except about one tenth of each for a mansion, for terms 
of years not exceeding thirty, or three lives ; fixing the rents 
thereof at the price of the quit rents generally, with a condition 
of clearing, enclosing, planting an orchard, &c. and a small fee 
or alienation fine, continued to be collected on sales, thougli not 
always on devises, during the^proprietary government. 

In 1674, the governor returned and created a new county, 
which he named after his father Cecil, for Cecilius. Provision 
was made by law for erecting a state-kouse and prison at St. 
Mury's, as well as a court-house and prison in each county, 
and for subsidizing the Susquehanna Indians, against the Sene- 
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cas. The latter are stated to have had one thousand fighting 
men, and two thousand one hundred and fifty with the Mohawks 
and others, excited to partake in hostilities by the Dutch admi- 
ral Binkes, who recovered New-York from Manning the deputy- 
comandant, tlie year before ; but peace being made again at the 
very time. governor Calvert had prepared an expedition against 
tliem at Lewistown, the whole was restored this year to sir Ed- 
mond Andross and remained in the hands of the English by 
treaty ; as that of 1667, secured to the parties thew respective 
conquests, and this, the restoration of conquests on either 
side. 

By the death of Cecilius on the SOth of November, 1 675, 
the titles and estates of Lord Baltimore, descended to his son 
Charles, then governor of Maryland. The late Lord Balti- 
more was about seventy-three years old when he died; his 
mother was Anne, daughter of George Mynne, esq. of Herting- 
fordbury in Hertfordshire, and his lady was Anne, daughter of 
Thomas Arundel, Earl of Arundel of Wardour, and Count of 
ilie Holy Roman Empire. 

The new proprietary called an assembly for the purpose of 
revising all the laws, confirming and rendering many salutary 
on&a perpettisil^ while the new ones could be immediately sanc- 
tioned by his presence in the colony. Among the latter, we find 
acts for the recovery of small debts and limitations of officers 
fees 5 against the exportation of corn and the importation of 
convicts, then becoming the practice of the British government, 
but uniformly and earnestly opposed here. After providing 
for the defence of the colonists by a new organization of the 
militia, he left the province under the nominal government of his 
infant son Cecilius, but virtually under his deputy, colonel Jesse 
Wharton, who was president of the council, and returned to 
England, not so much probably to enjoy any honors which awaits 
ed him there, as to defend himself and his interests here. 

It is stated that Cecilius, Lord Baltimore, had occupied a seat 
in the parliament of England before the revolution, but it does 
not appear that he ever took his seat among the lords in Ireland ; 
tliat he had expended 40,000/ sterling in the first establishment 
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of the proTince, and had even been obliged to take advances in 
England from some of tlie colonists, but his protracted lite af- 
forded him an opportunity to receive some interest for his mo- 
ney in their affections, if not in actual revenue. During his 
proprietaryship, which, including tlte short period of the revolu- 
tion, the people had explored and partially settled all the shores 
of the bay; they had many allies among tlie indians and were 
never overpowei*e4 by any of them alone 5 they knew their own 
rights, and generally enjoyed them. A press was maintained in 
the colony from an early period ; which, after the accession of 
William and Mary, is said by Mr. Chalmers to be the only one ; 
and tlie most perfect liberty of conscience then legally existing. 
Though the governor and proprietary were Roman Catholic?*, 
there were, it was said, thirty Protestants for one Catholic in 
the colony at the time of the latter's decease; there was no es- 
tablishment but glebe lands, nor tythes or stipend for clergy- 
men; an asylum was offered to persons of all sects and nations ; 
there never was but one officer appointed during life, nor any 
title of nobility created ; latterly the proprietary advisetl his son 
to recommend sdme distinction of dress or otherwise, for the 
governor, judges and oflBcers of the colony, as adopted here ' 
afterwards ; the judges at this time and previously, wearing 
only a ribband and medal; having readily abandoned all ideas of 
feudal establishments in it, if he had ever wislied to exercise the 
j;)0wer8 of the charter in this respect. 

In the infancy of the establishment, the people looked up to 
Lord Baltimore as to a common father, and when their popula- 
tion amounted it is said, to nearly twenty thousand, they con- 
tinued their acts of gratitude; and never, as far as we have 
discovered, did he complain of the want of it It is with great 
justice and truth observed by Doctor Ramsay, in his Histoiy of 
the Revolutionary War, that, " the prosperity of the colony was 
founded on the broad basis of security to property and freedom 
in religion, and never," continues this historian in the language 
of Mr. Chalmers, "did a people enjoy more happiness than the 
inhabitants of Maryland under Cecilius, the founder of the pro- 
vince." 
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Colonel Wharton died soon rfter his appointmiint 6f d^fity 
governor, but commissioned Thomas Notky, esq. who laA ftl!«l 
that office before, to succeed him. In the ifiean time, that is ih 
1676, a devise of real and personal estate made by Mr. Robert 
Cadger, of St. Mary's, for the maintenance of a Protcirtattt min-^ 
istry, was, on the reptesentation <tf Ae Mayc**, Rec<>rdcr, &;e. 
duly confirmed by act of assembly and by the propiietary, tad 
that corporation made trustee thereof. 

In 1677, colonel CourseJ^, one of the council, and ikfterwardi 
chief justice of the pr6tinchd court, negociated a peace with thtf 
Senccas atid the rest of the Five J^atimis, at Albany, f^ Mafy^ 
land and Virginia. To this confederacy of Indians, w«8 «dde< 
the Toscarora's about thirty-five years after, making *e 8us 
Nations, 

In 1678, Edward Husbands, a practitioner of medUhe, being 
charged with an attempt to poison the govemor snd council, 
and abusing and cursing the delegates, was ordered by thiem to 
be whipped ; but he probably escaped the fine which was nil* 
posed on him, and the prohibition to practice, by Lord Bilfi* 
more*s dissent to the act on his return. 

in 1680, John Llewellin, e&q. was appointed clerk and regis- 
ter of the land office, which was then ^rst separated from the 
duties of secretary, and both judges and registers were sepa- 
rateiy appointed at different times, until as last, they wei*e only 
deputies or clerks. The indulgences which Charles the second 
was now disposed to show the dissenters produced new in- 
trigues against his government, while it was suspected in parlia- 
ment, that the king only intended by the changes, to afford more 
liberty to the Cath(^ics ; and, as if to screen themselves, it ap- 
pears that the ministry listened to some unfounded charges 
against the proprietary; as, that he promoted the aggrandize- 
,ment of the Roman priests, and permitted much licentiousness 
in the people. 

The government of Virginia too, had sent complaints that 
Lord Baltimore had forced them to pay anchorage in the Pa- 
towmack, and had not taken his part in opposing the Indians. 
To the former, which was done by act of assembly, he had a 
chartered right, if not a natural one, as the river to the south 
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shore was within his limits ; and of the rest, he proved Iheir 
falsehood and absurdity ; after which, in 1681, he returned to 
Maryland, where his presence became more and more necessa- 
ry, from the same sort of cabal transferred from the parent 
state to the colony, and which had actually overthrown the 
royal government in Virginia, where the disaffected were head- 
ed by one Nathaniel Bacon,, a young lawyer. 

The same Josias Fendall, before spoken of, and one John 
Coode were immediately arrested, presented and tried for sedi- 
tion : the former was convicted, fined heavily and banished, but 
the latter was acquitted and lived to foment future disturbances. 
The proprietary also called two assemblies the same year* where 
acts were passed to prevent vexatious law-suits, and for bringing 
criminals to certain and speedy trial ; restmining the exportation 
of leatiie#and raw hides, deer and elk skins, as was expressly 
declared /or the encouragemenl of tanners and shoemakert, and 
they revised the militia code, in order to afford a stronger de- 
fence against the Indians; and thus also to allay the reproaches 
of the malcontents in the adjoining colony as well as his own pro^ 
vince. 

In 168£, induced by the same just and pacific policy, acts 
were passed for the encouragement of tillage and raising provi- 
sions ; for sowing hemp and fiax and making linen and woollen 
cloths; and, to prevent the exactions of the custom-house ofiBcers, 
country, ships were expressly exempted from the tonnage duty 
imposed by the colony, as was also declared by some of th^ acts. 

Mr. Markham, the agent of Wm.Pehn, esq. arrived in the De- 
laware the year before, and had an interview with the proprie- 
tary of Maryland, and now the proprietary of Pennsylvania 
himself waited on him for the purpose of a settlement of limits. 
Our proprietary received the latter on the Severn; but as if 
etiquette required less, he met the former at Chester on the 
Delaware, which they discovered to be within Lord Baltimore's 
lines. Mr. Penn had been one of the Jersey Company, and the 
duke of York had made him a present of New Castle and twelve 
miles round, before he obtained a cession of the r,ounties of Kent 
and Sussex; and in consequence of these acquisitions, he had 
already written to Messrs. Frisby and Herman, inhabitants of 
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the eastern siile of the bay, that they were settled within his 
province, and must pay their rents and taxes accordingly. In 
their interviews, the proprietary of Pennsylvania exhibited a let^ 
ter from the king, which directed Lord Baltimore to measure 
his limits from Watkins' Point on the south, two degrees of 
sixty miles each only; which of course fell short of the fortieth 
degree of north latitude 5 but our proprietary answered, "that 
a royal mandate could not deprive him of what had been grant- 
ed under the great seal ." With the dignity of character display- 
ed in that language towards his sovereign, he did not hesitate 
to declare to his immediate opponent and fellow subject, that 
the king had been imposed upon ; and it is not surprising that 
people who had lived under his government, or on the borders 
of it, should prefer such a ruler. It seems in fact many did, 
and colonel George Talbot, a tnember of council, surveyor gen- 
eral, a deputy governor under B. L. Calvert afterwards, and 
probably a son of sir William Talbot, who was one of the 
council, secretary and commissary-general in 1670, went to 
Philadelphia with instructions to warn Mr. Penn to remove from 
thence, as within the fortieth degree and the Maryland grant 
The difficulty was caused in the first instance, by the inability 
of Lord Baltimore to dispossess the Swedes, if not by the re- 
spect which he owed them as first christian settlers, by his char- 
ter or otherwise, or by the want of it in others; and afterwards in 
ascertaining the exact limits of the Dutch settlements, some 
references and reservations su^ested by our proprietary's 
agents to prevent a misunderstanding, had been overlooked in 
the draft of Mr. Penn's charter, though considered as acceeded 
to by him, when that act was submitted to those agents. 

This tenacious gentleman seems to have thought his province 
not worth having, if there was not an outlet by the Chesapeake 
as well as by the Delaware, to which our proprietary was as 
firmly opposed. There was no greater chance of a settlement 
in England, where both proprietaries soon returned ; for the new 
king, James II. was inclined to annul the charter of Maryland, 
though owned by a Catholic, while the other proprietary was, 
preposterously indeed, accused of being a Jesuit priest, for the 
lavor he enjoyed ; though afterwards, so perplexed by his colo- 
nists and his creditors, that he agreed oa terms fqr the sale of 
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Fcmaylvanift to queea An^e, as Mr. Proud informs ub ; uor 
w^s the settlement of these proprietary disputes terminated 
witil a little l^fore the independence of both provinces. 

In 1685, an assembly was held at a place called the Eidge^ 
in Anne Arundel county. In thb assembly tke first act was 
^passed for laying out towns, entitled <<An Act for the advance- 
ment of trade.'' There were to be fow towns in St Mary's, 
iiwo ip Kent, three in Anne Arundel^ one of which called the 
liandutg at Proctor's on the Severn, became the seat of govern- 
ment not long after; four in Calvert, three in €harles» four in 
Talbot, five in Somerset, two in Dorchester, two in Cecil, and 
two im Baltimore county, none of which towns were to send 
iMirgesses to the assembly uiUil they could pay their expenses 
without being chargealde on their respective counties. 

Within four years thirty-three new towns were created by 
ik» assembly; returned to tlie city of St Mary's, as it was then 
called $ three of which towns were wi^in the limits of Baltimore 
county) but one of them, <m Middle Biver , was discontinued^ 
mtk odiers in Charles, Somerset and Woaxester aft^wards, 
.and none of tbem ezercised the priviU^ of representation, oi* 
)>ecame of much importance, except the Umdin^ o{t iSevem^ 
when it became the seat of government, by the napae of Annapo- 
iis. The making and unmaking those towns, irbich, though 
jfliey were to be ports or places of landing exclusively, w^is not 
Apparently attended with dificulty, any more tiian the making 
and uiunaking post-offices in our days; especially as the lit- 
tle ground appropriated for them did not much interfere with 
ithe culture of the country. It was, however, a circumstance to 
be regretted in respect to Baltimore, which was afterwards 
made a town in the same limited manner. There is no doubt 
rhut illegal fees had been frequently exacted on the takers up of 
land, and the proprietary limited the just purchase or cpnsidera- 
!lion, at two hundred pounds of tobacco for every one huAdred 
acres, which, when credited on security was called cautiqn 
money, and .other fees of the land office. The caution was in- 
.creased afterwards but a long credit was given, or it was wholly 
relinquished as to the lands of the Delaware, and between the 
Patowmack and the Susquehanna, to the westward, which he said 
might be seen vnthaut expense, meaning of a gui^rd probably, to 
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which the first settlers were subjected no doubt; and unneceg- 
sary in time of peace. 

Colonel Henry Coursey was appointed by special commission 
chief justice, and Thomas Taillor, Vincent Lowe, Henry Dar- 
nali, William Di^es, William Stevens, William Burgess and 
Thomas Truemah, esquires, associate justices of the provincid 
court, when the council ceased to hold original jurisdiction, <Hr 
to sit as a court of law in the first instance. The number <tf 
justices was less or more, and varied according to the dis- 
cretion of the executive ; and the commissions were sometime 
joint and sometimes separate. 

In 16S4, the proprietary returning to England, appointed 
his son, Benedict Leonard Calvert, a minor, (Cecil being dead) 
lieutenantpgeneral, and nine persons, viz. colonel Talbot, The* > 
mas Tailior, Vincent Lowe, the surveyor-general, Henry Dar- 
nall, William Digges, William Stevens, William Burgess, 
iNicholas -Sewall and J<An Darnall, esquires, were all made 
commissioners general, and Clement Hill, esq. a deputy. In ' 
1685, William Joseph, esq. was president of the council, and of 
the upper house when assembled afterwards. 

The pr(^ietary had considered the bonds required by the 
late acts of parliament, on the departure of ships after the du- 
ties had been paid, an unnecessary grievance, which he declined 
enforcing, but Mr. Christopher Rousby being appointed cdlec- 
tor in his place by the commissioners of trade, exacted them, 
and the proprietary solicited his recall; this solicitation was 
not acceeded to, and he was directed to support the demand 
of the cdlector, agreeably to the opinion of Mr. Jones, ih^ 
attomey general, whom it was thought necessary to consult on 
the occasion. Colonel Talbot had been employed tp defend the 
settlements at t^e head of the bay, and while engaged with the 
collector atPatuxent, in procuring funds for the erection of a 
fort upon or near Christeen, an aSray took place between them, 
in which the latter lost his life. The colonel fled into Virginia, 
but being taken, tried and convicted of mnrder, was afterwards 
pardoned by king James. While the accession of the duke of 
York to- the throne was announced in the province, lAie pfoprie- 

4ary was again, followed iiy aUegati«m pf persecutiBg Protest- 
5 



34 SK£T«H£S OF VHfi £AELT 

attts, and other less important charges. Desirous to obtain Ae 
province, the king threatened him with a dissolution of the char- > 
ter for obstructing the customs, and he was compelled toindem- 
nifj the crown for some loss of revenue from them. 

Assemblies were held in 1686 and 1688, under Benedict L. 
Calvert, and deputy governors, Mr. Joseph, president, where se- 
vere laws were' passed against usury, and fixing the currency 
agreeably to the coins, at six shillings the dollar. 

James' toleration, allowing Catholics public worship, liad be- 
come as obnoxious with some here as it was generally in Eng- 
land. As soon as his fliglit was known, the proprietary's orders 
to proclaim William and Mary having miscarried,, the people of 
Maryland began to resist the government also, and forming an 
association; placed the before mentioned John Coode at their 
head and obtained the fort and government of the deputies by 
c^itulation. 

In 1689, commissioners assembled in convention, of which 
Kenelm Cheseldine, esq. was chosen speaker, in imitation of 
and pursuant to instructions from that in England. They met 
again in 1690, and chose George Kobothom^ esq. their speaker, 
but they passed no ordinances except to continue the existing 
laws, and prohibit the export of com. Lord Baltimore was 
outlawed in Ireland in 1690, where he never had been, and there- 
fore g(jt his outlawry reversed by king William immediately, 
as is stated in the London Magazine of June 1768 ; where it is 
strangely said, that a Lord Baltimore of tlie name of John, who 
they call the father of Charles, had followed king James and 
sat in parliament. Unfortunately too, some of the serv^ants of 
Mr. Sewttll, anofier member of the council, killed Mr. Payne, 
Mr. Rousby's successor as collector of the customs, for which 
they were brought to trial, condemned and executed. 

It does not appear that Mr. Main, who succeeded to that 
office afterwards, encountered any difficulty or opposition, but 
that both the provincial and royal customs were collected by 
him. This however, did not prevent the Protestant interest^ 
for which James was expelled from En^and, being transfered 
to the coloay where so great a majority now professed that faith, 
aiid this interest was judged more secure undei: the immediate 
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government of the new king and queen, so tti^t the proprietary 
was wholly <ieprived of political power or the administration of 
public a^irs here. For the same, and other causey, especially 
the religious scruples of the inhabitants to contribute towards 
the common defence, though urged so to do by the proprietary 
ms Mr. Proud says, Mr. Penn was also deprived of his govern- 
ment during the year 1693, as New-England and Virginia were 
by Charles I. and Jersey by queen Anne; so that all the proprie- 
tary governments on this continent ; were at one time or another 
entirely extinct. The Carolinas and Georgia being taken by 
George II. none but Maryland and Pennsylvania remained 
At last. 

William and Mary confirmed to Lord Baltimore the 
whole of the port or tonnage duty lately converted to money at 
fourteen pence, afler a formal decision of council, contrary to 
the views of the assembly, who said they held Lord Baltimore 
accountable for the other half received. The new government 
accordin^y forbid the obstructions which had been raised against 
colonel Henry Darnall, who had been some time a judge and 
register of the land-office and agent and receiver of rents for 
Lord Baltimore, and wM had been actually imprisoned during 
the late troubles ; the proprietary having doubled the rates of 
rent, and adopted other means of defence or reprisal ; such as^ 
authority to increase the caution money and fees of the land 
office in proportion to those exacted by the new chancellor and 
secretary, to which he did not eonsider them entitled, and which 
continued to be a subject of long and obstinate dispute, so that 
tiie land office was actaally closed part of the time that the 
provincial government was held by the crown. 

In 16^1, colonel Lionel Co{dey was appointed captain-gene- 
ral, and Henry Jowles, Nehemiah Blakistoa, Nicholas Green* 
bnrry, George Robothom, Claries Hutchins, David Brown, 
Thomas Tench, John Addison, John Courts, Thomas Brooke 
and James Frisby, esquires, were his councillors^ Sir Thomas 
Lawence, Bart, appointed councillor and secretary soon after 
Mr. Copley's appointment, was, in 1694, chief justice and vice- 
admiral. 
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Messrs. Copley, Blakiston, Jowled, Robothom, Greenbury 
and Addison, and Robert King, John Brooke and Robert Mason, 
esquires, judges of the provincial couii, were commissioned by 
the crowD) and afterwards were added, sir Thomas Lawrence 
and captain Nicholson. Edward Wynne, esquire, was appoint- 
ed attorney-general, and Mr. Cheseldine, commisSary-general. 

Charles Carroll, Esq. succeeded colonel Darnall as chief 
agent ef Lord Baltimore ; though it appears that Edward Somer- 
aett, esquire, who had married Maria the daughter of Lord 
Baltimore, and died in the colwiy some years after, had a share 
ip the agency as trustee of hii father-in-law, part of the time 
that the government was held by the crown. 

After passkig an act of recognition,, whereih they declared 
William and Mary to be sovereigns of England and ali its do^ 
minions, and repealing all the former laws, except those which 
related to individual nght$, governor Copley and the aRsembiy 
in 1692 prayed, in the stile rf BHtish statutes, «thkt an act 
might be passed for establishing the Protestant religion;" Is. 
pursuance of which, and with the assistatice of doctor lltemas 
Bray, expressly commissioned fot- that purpose by 1!)e bishop of 
London, the colony was immediately divided into paries, jjire- 
yided with vestry ihen and forty pounds of tobacco pet pell, in 
lieu of tythes, levied for the support of the clergymen ; of whom 
however, it is said, there were but mxteen in the first instance. 
Naturalization laws were superceded by a general act, declaring 
aliens who should take the oa^ of allegiance, Mly naturalized-. 
A duty was laid on spirits inoported for the support of govern- 
ment, besides one shilling, or half the duty on tobacco Ex- 
ported. The colonists paid the Aew governor twenty-five 
pounds of tcjyacco per poll, annually, and a duty of three pence 
per hogsheiid on that article, and also appointed and supportelci 
an i^ent or attorney in England, independent of the proprie* 
tairy. 

In 1692, captain Francis Kicholson was appointed a jooun- 
c3l6r and held a commission of lieutenant-^vemor of Mary- 
land and Viipniae but sir Edmund Andross, who had been gov- 
ernor of all ^e eastern colonies including New-York and the 
Jerseys, under James, and had so conducted himself as to be 
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coBtiDU«d| was now goverDor-general of VirgiBia, had also 
a commissioii to succeed our governor and deputy in case 
of the death or absence of both. Governor Copley died in I6d3, 
and captain Nicholson being in England, sir Edmond acted as 
governor of Virginia and Maryland until Mr. Nicholson's rec- 
tum, in 1694. In 1698 the latter succeeded to sir Edmond, as 
governor-general of Virginia and, after going to England, went 
to that colony. George Robothom, esquire, was appointed 
judge of vice-admiralty for the eastern-shore in 1694, and Henry 
Jpwles, esquire, ke€per of the great seal, and the year after, 
chancellor, keeper and judge of the court of vice-admiralty. 

. In the mean time, that is in 1694, under governor Nichol- 
son, the town land at Proctor's on the Severn, with Oxford on 
the east side of the bay, were made ports of entry at which col- 
lectors or agents should reside. The former called Anne Arun- 
del town, was th^ next year called Annapolis ; the assembly 
holding its session there, making it the seat of justice of the 
county as well as the seat of the colonial government. Thus 
were the feelings of the Catholics of St. Mary's, by a removal 
from amongst them, saved from some of that mortification the 
revolution here v/as calculated to. inflict, and of that odiam in 
others in which their triumph might induce rivals to indulge. 

The site of die capital chosen by the Protestant govemmentp 
was on good navigation, central and elevated, and the plan, con- 
sisting of two area's on which the state-house and church stands^ 
with streets diverging from each, is convenient a§ well as elegant 

In a general system of education throughout the colony^ 
adopted by the assembly on the recommendation of governor 
Nicholson, the foundation of the college was now began at itbe 
seat of government, l^ tlie appointment of trustees ; and sun- 
dry imposts on the importation of negroes and spirits, and on 
skins, furs, beef and pork exported, except by ii^abitants, or 
English traders^ for the college and county and free schools, 
and for erecting court-houses, bridewells, &c. A duty was laid 
on offlows, on spirits imported, ten pence on negroes and tw© 
shillings and six pence on white servants, and ten per cent on 
the amount of foreign goods exported, were also laid forihe^ne- 
ral expenses ; then increased by the appropriation of three hun- 



^ SKETCHES OF TAX EARLY 

drcd and thirty-two pounds six shillings and eight pence^ to- 
wards defraying the expenses of British forces employed on 
the frontiers of New- York against the French in Canada. The 
coast, especially from the south, being harrassed and plundered 
by daring pirates, punishments were provided for the offenders 
who might be taken and brought into the colony. It was thought 
necesMiry it seems, to have a surveyor-general of royal customs, 
to which ofiUce, Edward Randolph, esquire, was appointed ; and 
it was now for the first time, that the governor and council, dis^ 
tinct from the upper-house and out of the assembly time, set as 
a c<^rt of appeals and writs of error ; and appeals from thence in 
cases over three hundred pounds, were carried to the king and 
council in England* The gentlemen of the bar, for whose regu^ 
lation many acts had been passed since the establishment of the 
province, were henceforth {subjected to examinations before ad- 
mittance, and judges and lawyers directed to wear gowns in 
court. 

In 1695, Robert Smith, esquire, the chief justice, was ap- 
pointed surveyor-general, and he had ^ deputy in each county, 
80 that the office of register of the land office, was the only one 
held under the proprietary ; and much difficulty he had, from 
the conffieting interests of the landlord in disposmg of the 
lands ; of which more than one half perhaps were yet vacant. 
Things in their nature inalienable^ the soil and the sovereign- 
ty, being separated, it was perhaps impossible for persons of 
excellent intentions to avoid disputes in the position the officers 
were now placed. Warrants and surveys issued from the 
crown officers, on the terms fixed by Lord Baltimore, and hia 
agents granted the patents, the records of which were claimed 
by the secretary of tlie colony, not ol his appointment 

Prince George's county wa» laid off in this year by an act 
of assembly; from this Frederick county was taken in 1748; 
Queen Ann was erected in 1706 ; from which, and part of Dor- 
ckester eounty, Caroline was taken, and Harford from Balti- 
mm'e in 1773; Worcester being taken from Somerset in 1742, 
all by different acts, made the sixteen counties eusting at the 
xteimencement of the revolutionary war. 
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In 1696, the parliament of England passed an act declaring 
its laws to be paramount in the colonies ; confined all trade to 
and from them, to British ships and property ; and all sales of 
land therein, to natural bom subjects only, and declared that 
all future proprietary governors should be approved of by tlie 
crown and take the oaths before they acted as such ; and three 
years after, prohibited the exportation from them, of wool and 
woolen manufactures, and prescribed the punishment of piracy 
under condition of forfeitures of charters. In the same year, 
governor Nicholson, who had expelled the turbulent Mr. Goode 
from the colony, returned to England and was succeeded by 
Nathaniel Blaktston, esquire. Acts of assembly were passed 
permitting the Quakers to affirm ; and to induce clergymen to 
remove to and settle in the colony, as expressly stated, prohib- 
iting magistrates from celebrating marriages. The laws to en- 
courage the importatation of negroes were revived, but others 
were passed restricting by heavy duties, the importation of Irisk 
Papists, and that of flour was prohibited altogether. 

The quit reQts were farmed or leased in 1699, for seven 
years, to Messrs. Richard Bennet, and James Heath ; a mea- 
sure which was forced on Lord Baltimore, in all probid)ility, by 
the difficulties opposed to his agents in tlie collection by the 
crown officers. 

The population of Maryland, including eleven counties, at 
the commencement of the century, is stated by Holmes at 
twenty-five thousand ; which it ia supposed, was exclusive of the 
blacks, and perhaps of all other servants ; although there were 
still Indian settlements at Piscataway. Of the number of 
one thousand, three hundred and fifty men, which the colonies 
from Carolina North, were to send against the Indians, who 
were excited and aided by the French from Canada and Louisi- 
anna, this colony was to furnish one hundred and sixty, by an 
act of assembly ; and acts affording similar aid to the parent 
country, in ro^n or money, were again passed in 1715, 1740, 
1746, 1754, 1756, &c. 

Queen Anne, who succeeded king William in 1702, adhered 
to his general colonial policy, and sent out colonel John Sey- 
mour to be governor of Maryland in 1704 1 during which interval 
It appears that the president of the council was Thomsn 



40 SKE'fOHSS or THE «ARXY 

TeBoby €8q» Tlie irtate-house erected at Annapolis was destroy- 
ed by fire, and many records of the province and of Anne Arun- 
^i county, 1704. Mr. Bacon states that some were lost by the 
««moval from St. Mary^s, and no doubt, many public documents 
'were mislaid, if not entirely lost, by the removals from Annapo- 
lis when threatened with invasion, during the last and thepre- 
ceeding war with England, so that our history wiU always be 
tiefeetive, it is to be apprehended. 

After the passage of an act of recognition of the queen, the 
«6semb1y enacted that none but natives /or residents for thi-ee 
years, should hold offices, except those commissioned directly 
by the crown, and in an act entitled, ^ an act to prevent the 
growth of popery," Roman Catholic priests were furohibited from 
^e public administration of worship. The acts of WUliam and 
Mary in favour of dissenters, were enlforoed by laws passed here, 
«nd the affirmation of Quakers admitted in all casts accord- 
ingly. Paiiiament passed an act to «3tablish the currency of 
the colonies at tiie rates before adopted bene, and encourage the 
importation of naval st»res from Amenca. JUord Baltimore's 
vi^t to dispose of the lands and receive bit rents was not c%ti* 
ieated but die assembly again insisted that the queen shouid 
ha/ve the half of the two shillings tobacco duty, towards defray* 
ing expenses, which they repeated was no longer chargeable, on 
the proprietary, and the govemmeat rieceiiied it aec!efdiogLy. 

Th^n'too, an act w«s passed Uniting themterest of money 
debts at: the then k^ nate in England, tbait is, six per centuper 
^annum, that on products at 'eight per cent;.ftBd to proliibit the 
imputation «f bread, beer, flour, grain, horses, or tobacco, from 
Peaifisylvania; ^t the necessities of the c^anists, obliged them 
to firohi^it. the exportation aad importation of such articles alter- 
nftteiy ; and, being^generaily planters or shipperSrthey actually 
IKrofaibitedLaU tntemal trade, by buying and sellitng <under ibe 
fiome of ffZ;g^S£ing». which was probacy the intention of Ibrmer 
bmt on the snb^ct^ Country bottoms or vessels were still ex- 
empted from certain new tonnage duties, 4atd in 1706, bemp at 
aix pence and flax at nine pence per pound, . were made a legal 
/^ider for Mie fourth of all dobts. jn moneyf or tobacco, the Itt- 
to VAltt^i*tHMie:|ieliny per pound t€»nly. 
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Sir W. Davenant stated the average quantity of tobacco im- 
ported into England for 1707, 1708 and 1709, at twenty-eight 
millions, eight hundred and fifty-eight thousand, six hundred 
and sixty-six pounds. At the same period, several acts of assem- 
bly were passed dividing the colony into commercial or mari- 
time districts ; that is, St. Mary's, St. George's and Annapolis 
were to be the chief places of three districts on the western- 
shore, and Chester, Oxford and Greon Hill of as many on the 
eastern -shore, where naval officers should reside ; and all vessels 
loading or unloading within either of them were to be under the 
inspection of the officer of such district ; but it is stated that 
these acts were rejected by the crown. The city pf St. Mary's 
lost its burgesses, when Annapolis obtained thsm by charter 
of queen Anne, in 1708. 

At this time also tlie fees of the land office were limited l>y an 
act of assembly and surveyors required to take tlie oaths ; both 
going to defeat the exercise of what little public authority might 
remain to the proprietary^ or any preference he might have for 
people of his religious faith, but conformable no doubt to the 
laws of the parent country and indispensible . of course. A law 
was passed for the relief of poor debtors, but suspended two 
years after, another was passed in 1724, but repealed the year 
after and never revived until 1774, but an act was passed and 
continued, to secure the payment of country debts from insol- 
vent estates in preference to those of British or foreign ori{^n; 
and one Richard Clarke, of Anne Arundel, was attainted and 
outlawed for treason and forgery. 

In 1709, governor Seymour died and Edward Lloyd, esquire^ 
was president of the council, and as such* the governor of the 
province. 

In 1710, the British government established a general 
post-office in the colonies; the carriage of private letters being 
until then here, as it had been in England part of the preceeding 
century, altogether an object of individual enterprise ; the trans- 
mission of the acts of the assembly were by the sheriffs fiom 
county to county,.as were all other public dispatches. As before 
mentioned, the assembly granted three thousand acres of land 

to the Nanticoke Indians in Somerset county. 
6 
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The chancellor and gecretarj, officers of the crown-, continii- 
iiig to exactfees on land affairs. Lord Baltimore renewed hid 
instructions te Mr. Carroll in 171^, the latterbeing then in Lon- 
don, to require the same, as his agent, and as if none other were 
demanded, confirming all the proceedings of Mr. Efeirnall and 
that gentleman. 

In 1714, John Hart, esquire, was appointed governor under 
the queen, and continued by her successor, and several acts 
passed calculated to relieve the inhabitants from the effects rf 
the war just then terminated, though Maryland and the other 
middle colonies not then having European neighbors westward, 
suffered less than those on the north or south frontier. At this 
time the provincial court hald exclusive jurisdiction in all cases 
real or mixt, in those of debts exceeding twenty pounds stcr-. 
Hng, and in all criminal cases which were capital, except ne^ 
groes> and so continued until 1773, 

In 1715 an act of assembly was passed recognizing king 
George in the usual form, but he restored the province to the 
itifant son of Benedict Leonard, who survived his fiither, the 
late lord Baltimore, only from the 21st February to the 16th of 
April, and had merely time to instruct the agent, Mr. Carroll, 
6f his accession. A commission was sent out to Mr. Hart, by 
<)harles, the new lord Baltimore, joined with lord Guilford his 
guardian; who exhibited a proof of his attention to the interest 
•f the province, as well as of his ward, by a memorial present- 
ed to parliament against colonial regulations then proposed and 
in which was stated the amount of the proprietary's first expen- 
ditures, herein noticed already. Charles whose administration 
of the province as proprietary and as governor, was near 40 
years, and was, attended with so many difficulties but always 
honourable to himself, having married three times and living to 
the ajje of 85 years, has this best.eulogium in the preamble of 
the act of 1674 renewing the port duty, which was past 
in consideration of the great favour of his lordship CeciliuSy 
nnto them, " in continuing his only son and heir apparent his go* 
vernVf" and gratefully acknowledged the benejita they had re- 
ceived by his care and ^olicUude. Charles^had induced his son^ 



HISTOET OF MARTLAIith V^ 

!(kaedict I^eooard to renounce the Catholic religion, wfai^k he 4|d 

a little before his father's decease and was elected member cf 
parliament for Harwich directly after, so that the grandson 
and future heir, was educated in the established church, aiid 
' thus was the legal impediment removed and the principal, if 
not the sole cause of the assumption of the goyernmeDt 1>y tbe 
crown twenty seven years before. 

It will be recollected that Benedict Lecmard, now just de- 
ceased, was one of the infant governors of Maryland in the ab- 
sence of his father. His lady was Charlotte, daughter of Ed- 
ward Henry Lee, earl of Litchfield, and grand daughter of 
Charles the second, by the dutchess of Cleveland. 

It was at this period, that is, after the accession of Georges 
the first and before the restoration of the province to Charles, 
the fifth Lord Baltimore, that the assembly under goyernor Hart 
passed those important laws still in force, in whole or in par^» 
viz. to liont the damage on bills of exchange returned protested, 
at fifteen per cent. The power to bring actions on common debts 
or accounts at three years and on bond^, or other specialties a^ 
twelve years, with savings to infants, absentees, &c. commonly 
called the acts of limitation ; the acts directing the manner of 
cueing out attachments, and permitting the testimony of jiegroea 
in cases of other people of coloun they also extended the juris- 
diction of the codnty courts in actions for debt where the balance 
did not exceed twenty pounds ^erling, from v hich there should 
be no appeal under six pounds sterling, increasing the jurisdic^ 
tion of single justices from sixteeu shillings aii-d ^ght pence to 
thirty three shillings and four peuce. 

There was no immediate change in tlie council except the 
appointment of Thomas Smith, Esq. The judges of the pro^ 
Tincial court were William Holland, Esq. chief justice. Thorn-, 
as Smyth, Samuel Young, Thomas Addison, Richard Tilghman,^ 
James Harris and Joseph Stoddert, esquires, associates Messrs. 
Thos. Beake and Charles Lowe were secretaries, but the duties 
were performed by Philemon Lloyd, esq. deputy. Thomas Bord- 
ley, Esq. was attorney general and Mr. Carroll continued chief 
agent. So oflficera were commissioned or appointed by the go- 
vernment of England i^terwards, except those to udlect tfap 
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Ei^lMi duties or customs; and all fines and forfeitures, which 
had gone latterly to the crown, were restored to the proprietary 
for the future. The assemblies again divided into upper and low- 
«r houses, as they had been before established, but to vote for de- 
legates or representatives, a^ they were now expressly called 
according to the charter, it was made requisite to possess a free- 
hold of fifty acres of land, or an estate of forty pounds sterling 
at least ; for though a<juit rent was paid, the tenure was always 
considered fee simple or freehold, as before observed. 

Voters were subjected to fines if thfey neglected to 
attend the polls, which vere to be held by the sheriffs 
before some Oa liie justices, as often as ^e governor should issue 
•writs for the puq)osc, and a daily allowance was provided for the 
assemblymen, of whom tiiere were to be four for each county and 
two for a city or borough, and not to be ordinary keepers or such 
others as were excluded from the British parliament. The she- 
riffs were ^:xcluded, being specially judges of the elections, but 
^e returns were to be made under the hands and seals of all the 
electors, as well as of the sheriffs. 

A general vevisiou of the laws took place* Those relating 
to religion were confirmed, with an oath of abjuration, in imita- 
tion of thiat adopted in England against the pretender. Widows 
l^r stepfathers who were Homan catholics were not allowed to 
educate the children of protestant fathers ; but the courts were 
bound to enquire by special juries, whether orphans were pro- 
Tided agreeably tolheir estates, and, such as were apprentices, 
taught their tirades aud not put to common labour. A union of 
offices in some instances, and a reduction of them in others, un- 
der the proprietarjT, lessened the burthens and facilitated the 
transaction of business, and the differences between his agents 
and the governor, relatitve to the revenue and land office, subsid- 
ed on the resignation of the latter four years after. Lord Balti- 
rtiore received the tonnage & half of the duty on tobacco export- 
ed, as formerly; duties were added on spirits, negroes & servants 
imported, and an assessment for public expenses besides^ but the 
assembly itself ventured to leave the small jn'ovincial charges 
to be levied by the governor and council during the intervals of 
its Sessions, which were sometimes over the year. 
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The council still forming Ihe upper house and court of ap- 
peals, was generally composed of the high officers in the pro- 
vince, and though it rendered that bodj more subservient to his 
views, than hereditary, or elected and independent senators 
would have been, it was tiie interest of the proprietary to use his 
influence to shield the colonists fremihe exactions of the British 
government, and against the pretensions of the proprietaiy him« 
self, appeals were made to the crown. ^The proprietary go- 
vernments, except indeed where they were vested in a number 
of individuals or commercial companies, were therefore, more 
popular than the royal, although the latter received some suc- 
cours from the crown at an early period, which the former did 
not ; as in Bacon's rebellion in Virginia, and in defendii^ New 
£ngland against Iheir French and Dutch neighbours ; and the 
form now restored in Maryland was preserved until independ- 
ence was declared ; whidi, including the periods of revolutions 
noticed was 120 years, or nearly From the foundation of the set- 
tlement to that period. 

Although premiums were still given for killing bears and 
wolves, wild horses and cattle were so numerous that it became 
a business to pursue them, which proves that the settlements 
were remote and Rangers were licensed by law, that being 
the name of frontier guards, and others were passed to preserve 
the Deer, with some exceptions in favour of Indians, of whom 
there were settlements on thfe Monococy still. 

A more full and energetic militia system was adopted with 
their rates of pay while inactive service. Press masters, ap- 
pointed by court, if dire<fied by the governor or commandanl^ 
were authorized to tal^e stores in each county for the use of the 
military on service. 

The councillors were generally colonels of militia, and we 
find sodn after, that two of them, Messrs. Matthew Tilghman 
Ward and Levin Gale were appointed major generals. 

In 1718 Roman "Catholics were expressly prohibited from 
voting unless they took the oath of allegiance and abjuration, 
but the acts of assembly to prevent the growth of popery, pass- 
ed during the late reigns, were repealed, refering to the existing 
acts of parliament, as paramount and sufficient for the purposes 
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mtend^. Mr. Carroll and oi^rs, of t)ie Rom&n Cafludie faith, 
c•iltinui^g i9 holtl their offipe« natwithatandicg the late phahge, 
lt}ie pr^rietary's agents in land afBurs were expresslj exempt- 
^ from any disqnaiiScation on account ot religion. Anxioug 
fo direct the coionista hoa^ manu&ctures^ the goTernment of 
Sng^nd gra^d boui^ties «|n the importation of iron, and the 
l#gidature passed i^ act in 1719 to lay off a han()red acres of 
land by a|lpraisej9^it to those who would set up furnaces and 
(i^ges, sifnUac to the grants which had been ii[uide for mills. 
Much ore being found,, several Iron works were erected on ih^ 
western shore> and great quantities of wood land taken up br the 
ipia^ers. 

hx 1720 Charles Calverti enquire, a relation of the prpprie-' 
tary,«upereeeded Mr. Hart aa governor, and all the difficulties 
^ the land cffi^^ ceased, but it is probable that Mr. Caiver^ 
^ke succeeding governors, were aj^roved by the crown after ber 
ing nominated by the proprietary, and which though it produced 
no contentions that we learn and however moderately exercis- 
e^ was no less a violation of his charter. 

In 1721 execttticms on all jiidgments whatever, were sus* 
li^nded fropii Aby to November, and afterwards un^ February, 
aa tiiQse of the csounty courts had been for many years before, in 
m^der that thelabxmrs of the field might not be interrupted: Sooi^ 
alter, tl^ workmen at furnaces, forges and nulls were exempted 
from work on the highways, which at that time were repaired, by 
the labour 9f all male taxables, and the taxables were declared 
by the acts of 1715 and 1725, to include all males, and all co^ 
loured wm^f ag^d sixteen and upwards, but dergymen, pau- 
pers and incapacitated ne^oes were excepted. 

In 1723 courts of assize, composed of two provincial court 
justices for eaeh shore, were organized and continued to exercise 
sfime powers superior to the county courts in all the counties 
tmtil about twenty year^ after. 

The funds provided for schools being naw sufficient, visitors 
w,ere appointed for every county; and such children as they di- 
rected to be taught gratis were to be received in these schools, 
under penalty of dismissal of teachers, who could be protcstants 
only, but no peraOns children were exempt on account of reli- 
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glen ; not but there had been some progress in these establish* 
roents before, especially at Oxford, which was a capital for tiie 
eastern shore sometime. Peltry and copper ore were added by 
pai-liament to the articles which must go direct to England, an4 
seven years after naval stores, staves and boards were added* 

In 1727 Benedict Leonard Calvert, esquire, brother of th^ 
proprietary, P. R. S, and member of parliament fdr Harwich, was 
appointed governor and came out to Maryland, but taking m 
embarked for England in 1732 and died on the passage, having 
appointed Samuel Ogle, esquire, governor in his place the year 
before. 

In ir«8 Edward Henry, another brother of the proprietary, 
was appointed commissary generaland president of council. Per- 
sons importing convict were compelled to enter them as such, 
tod declare ^ crimes of which they had been convicted, as well 
jbr the security of the inhabitants as to enforce the duty iinpos>^ 
kd on such importations. 

In 1729 a premium of fifteen per cent was allowed on du* 
ties paid in specie imported,' and the inhabitants of Baltimore 
county petitioned for imd obtained the laying out of tiie town of 
the same name on sixty acres of Mr Carroll^ land, which he 
was paid for at 40 shillings per acre, and it was first repraseiiteA 
m 1774, but not incorporated until twenty years after. CfaestHT 
in Kent, was laid out by act of 1 TM^ but Easton not until after 
independence^ as fi^fre Elkton, Hagerstown and Cumberianii 
Where towns were on the prepnetary's lands^ he re^^ed «ne 
eent per lot or acre per annum quit rent. 

In JM^Phersons annals it is stated, that in 1731, tile tobacco 
imported into Great Britain from Yii^nia and Iftgryl^nd, am* 
ountedtosixty thousand hogsheads, lumber to the value of fifleett 
fhousaiid pounds, and skins andfuts about six thouBand pounds 
sterling ^ employing twenty four thousand tons of shipping $ i^ 
this time it is also stated that the two provinees raised about tkei 
same quantity of tobacco eadi. This w^^Ae wav however so re> 
duced in prtbe the ensuii^ year in Maryland^ that a number of 
fields of plants w^re destrojred by the malcontents; wd thor 
militia were called out to suppress^ then and poni^ments prch 
tided by hw tor the oftnders^ 

In 1732 Lord Baltimore and John, Thomas^ and Aichard 
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Penn, esquires, the surviving sons orWilJiam Penn, entered into 
an agreement to settle their limits by arbitration, taking for the 
basis the bounds of the territory conquered from the Dutch, as 
ceded to Mr. Penn, and from those bounds ^orth, until within 
fifteen miles of the latitude of Philadelphia, and from that par- 
rallel due west, across the Susquehanna river, &c. Seven arbi- 
trators were appointed by each party three of whom to have pow- 
er to act ; on his part Lord Baltimore appointed Samuel Ogle, 
esquire the governor, and Messrs. Charles Calvert, Philemon 
Lloyd, Michael Howard, Kichard Bennet, Benjamin Tasker, 
and Matthew Tilghman Ward commissioners^ and came out 
himself; Mr. Thomas Penn also coming to Pennsylvania. A 
meeting took place at Newcastle, but; differences occurring in 
relation to the situation of the cape, or point, ai which the Dutch 
territory on Delaware b^an, ^nd die manner of describing the 
periphery at New Castle, the arbitrators seperated, and the 
parties again returned to England. So far as concerned the 
division line (^the peninsula, it had been determined by the 
lords of trade as early as 1685 and fcould but be satisfactory to 
Lord Baltimore, jis he was compelled to yield the Delaware ' 
ihore; £;^a ridge where the waters run into each bay in oppo- 
site directions, carrying with them the interests of the respec- 
tive inhabitants, and which was not likely to become a highway 
for nations, would most probably secure future peace; but the 
cape called Henlopen, being twenty miles south of Delaware 
bay, would, if fixed as a beginning, deprive our proprietary of 
several thousand square miles of land well timbered, which he 
could not willingly assent to loose. Both parties intended ori- 
ginally no doubt, ihe entrance of the bay called cape CamelittSs^ 
then Jamts^ for a beginning, but that was called Inlopen 
and the outer cape Henlopen^ in the old Dutch charts; the for.^ 
mer had lost, its original a^^Uation before this agreement was 
^tered into, but the latter remained and was referred to in that 
instrument) by mistake, as it is supposed. To remedy this, and 
get himself justice. Lord Baltimore endeavoured to procure a 
new grant from the crawii, but was refused. Mr. Penn's heirs 
filed a bill in chancery, and in 1750, obtained a decree of lord 
Hardwicke confirming the agreement and bounds proposed on 
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their part accoilHhg to the name of the outer capfe'in the old 
charts. 

The improvements in English manufactures, the credit given 
there and the necessity of using it herie, the low price of the 
staple and ^ii scarcity ©f specie notwithstanding the bpunty 
liitely offered on its importation, much more going to the other 
colonies, where there was already a depreciated paper calculat- 
ed to invite speculation at the expense of their neighbours, the 
eiattiple was^ now followed by Maryland. A bill for thirty six 
thousand pounds had been passed two years before^ but not sane- 
tioned by the proprietary. Witnessing himself the distresses 
of the province afterwards, ninety thousand pounds were cre- 
ated in 1733, rMeemablein 31 years by a duty of one shilliiig 
^three pence per hhd. on tobacco payable in bills of exchange, to 
be remitted and invested in British bank stock by three commis- 
sioners, under the direction of the proprietary who was to ap- 
point them. A portion of those bills of credit, was to be paid 
to planters at thirty shillings per taxable person, for the burning 
of three hundred pounds of trash tobacco; and they were receiv- 
able in taxes in lieu of that article, at the same rate of ten shil- 
lings per bund red pounds, fit alegal tendir of all future contracts 
for money, the dues of the church and proprietary only except- 
ed.r— A thousand pounds currency were granted each county for 
public buildings, and three thousand pounds appropriated for a 
gdvernment house 5 the remainder was to be loaned for limited 
times, on mortgage or personal security, at four pet cent, inter- 
est, being two per cent, less than the rate established. It was 
in fact, a banking system, which, properly managed, would not 
only relieve individuals and accelerate improvements, but, as 
far as the demands of circulation required, would supercede the 
ordinary' taxes. Loans were repeated and new emissions au- 
thorised, thirty four thousand and fifteen pounds six shil- 
lings during the Canada war for instance, until they became 
a«ubstitute for all other money and fell, but the result will be 
»een hereafter, when pay ddy came round. It is stated in Mr. 
Douglass's summary, that in 1748, one hundred pounds sterling 
sold for two hundred pounds of our currency of six shillings to 
the dollar at which rate it is also stated in the gentleman's ma- 
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ga:une for 1755, but the exchange was Jlre times as high in se- 
veral colonies both eastward and southward, where in conse- 
<]uence thereof, the British government interfered to prevent 
excessive issues bj them. 

Before his departure from England Lord Baltimore had been 
elected a member of tlie rojal society and appointed gentleman 
of the bed chamber to prince Frederick, grandfather to the pre- 
sent king; on his return he was appointed one of the lords of 
the admiralty and elected member of parliament for Surry and 
of the society for propagating the gospel. 

At this period tl»e proprietary required forty shillings ster- 
ling per hundred acres as caution or consideration, besides the 
yearly rent of land, and this was raised to above four shillings 
per annum and sometimes ten shillings, according to quality and 
situation, at the discretion in some measure of his agents, but, 
additions by re-surveys, to be at original prices or valuation of 
the surveyors in cases of escheat, and alienations by devise 
were expressly exempted from the fine. Mr. Ogle became go- 
vernor again on the departure of the proprietary in 1734. 

It is stated in the Universal History that Maryland employed 
o^e hundred and thirty sail of ships in 1736, and that from this 
province and Virginia, there was exported the value of two 
hundred and ten tliousand pounds sterling, which no doubt had 
been greater if the trade was not still restricted to British dom- 
inions and the south of Europe. The number of vessels of this 
province is stated at two hundred in the Gent. Magazine, and at 
the same period and afterwards laws were passed to refund seve- 
ral persons the duties which had been paid on tobacco lost at sea. 

in 1737 the exportation of grain, breadand flour was prohi- 
bited for a year, and in 1740, the hard winter, a considerable 
sum was appropriated for the enlistment of troops for the king's 
service against the Spanish West Indies, and in 1746 this pro« 
vince raised three hundred men to join the other forces against 
the French and Indians from Canada. In the same year 1737, 
James Harris esquire, was appointed surveyor general of the eas- 
tern shore, and there were seperate surveyor generals for each 
shsirt afterwards. 
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The winter of 1740 is said to have been excessively oold, and 
not surpassed since, except by that of 1779 and 1783, in both 
which Chesapeake bay was closed by ice to the mouth of Patowr 
mack. 

The ice which began to make on the first of Jantiary 1784 
did not open at Pat uxertt until the ninth of March, at Patapstb 
until the sixteenth nor at Baltimore until the twenty-fifth, 
which was sixteen days later than 1780. In the Philosophical 
Transactions for 1759 it is stated that the mercury in Fahren- 
heit's Thermometer in the year 1753 ranged in Maryland frora 
ten degrees the lowest to ninety degrees the greatest heat, the 
mean being sixty degrees, but from obsen^ations made near Bal- 
timore by Lewis Brantz, esquire, for several years just past, the 
range is from ten below Zero to ninety eight and the mean tem- 
perature about fifty two, which is the temperature of the spring 
water in this city. Thus it appears that the popular opinion 
relating to the improved temperature is not founded in fact, and 
80 doctor Rush expressly stated in his latter publications. But 
all agrfee that with us, the north west winds are mo^t prevalent 
and that they ai-e accompanied by clear wholesome weather. 
The fall of water on an average of the years 1 817 to 1820 inclu- 
sive, by the notes of Mr. Brantz, was thirty eight inches. We 
are visited occasionally by severe thunder and lightning; earth- 
quakes or hurricanes are scarcely felt or known in Maryland, 
but the climate is so variable that vegetation commences some- 
times early in March, at others not until the beginning of May; 
the small grain is got in generally early in July, and the fall of 
the leaf is from the first of October to Ihe middle of November. 

Thomas Bladen, esquire, having gone to England, married 
miss Jansen, an elder sister oClady Baltimore and returned go- 
vernor in 1742. In 1744 by treaty with Indians at Lancaster, 
at which Maryland was represented by Edmund Jennings, Phil- 
ip Thomas, Robert King and Thomas Colvill, esquires, the wes- 
tern bounds of the province were settled by a line from the head 
of the North branch of Patowmack, north to the Pennsylvania 
line; no other line being settled it is the present division between 
Yir^nia and Maryland, and gives to the former more lands 
than if the same bounds had run from the head of the south 
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branch of that river. But at that time bo& colonies gained by 
redacuig their western frontier and it is believed the Biitish 
board of trade determined the line as so run, the year after. It 
was however the former year that the assembly- created a town 
.on Indian river calling it Baltimore, but within Mr. Penn's 
claim, and provea that the sense of the province was with the 
proprietary of Maryland at the time. 

By the provisions of an act relating to Charles town in Ce- 
cil county, laid out two years before, appointing an inspector, it 
appears that the manufacture and trade of flour began to attract 
the attention of the government at this time. It is probable thi^ 
the vicinity of this place to the fertile grain counties of Cheste;* 
and Lanca^r in Pennsylvania, had created a market for wheM^ 
and floup at Charles town before those articles had been pror 
duced in any^ considerable quantities to the south, although they 
kave i>iow succ^ded to be staple articles of Maryland, in as 
great if not greatel* extent than tobacco now is or perhaps ever 
was; and a few years after this period provision was also made 
for regulating the trade in flour at Baltimore and Georgetown. 
Such a change was anticipated and announced to the American 
Philosophical Society by doctor Williamson in 1770, from an 
amelioration of the climate by cultivation, but we apprehend.it 
is sufificiently accounted for by the scarcity of new grounds for 
tobacco in proportion to the increased culture, fk the want of pror 
per husbandry to preserve or improve tobacco grounds on the 
one hand, and on the other, theusuai advantages derived from 
achangeof crops and the high prices obtained for flour during 
the latter times. The regMlation alluded to consisted chiefly 
in declaring that no flour should be exported until inspected and 
branded for good and merchantable. About this time also the 
inspection of tobacco was pu1| on nearly the sa,me footing in 
which it now is. The fees of the inspectors had been converted- 
to fixed salaries, as the only means to prevent corruption in such 
offices where there was a concurrence; and the inspectors, which 
then and for a longtime before, had been nominated by the par- 
ish vestries, are since the revolution presented by the Levy 
courts of the counties. Thou^ tobacco was always sold by tlie 
hundred pounds^ jts long as flour was sold by weight which it 
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was until after indepeiid^nce, the hundred weight coiiststed of 
one hundred and twelve pounds and the exportation ©f wheat ; 
which was considerable before that event, ceased soon after, in 
consiequence of the improvements in mills tmd the manufacture- 
of flour. 

In 1745 Mr. Jonas Orein, who bad been five years printer 
of the laws, commenced tlie paper called the Maryland Gazette, 
which he published weekly at Annapolis. It is continued by 
oneof his descendants, twice a week, and it may be asserted 
without hazard, is the oldest establishment of the kind in Nortti 
America. 

Govenior Bladen began the house for which funds had been' 
long provided and intended for the residence of such oflicers, but 
not being finished it was used by the college; that gentleman 
returning to England in 1746 Samuel Ogle, esquire, was ap-' 
pointed governor for the third time. 

In 1748 Frederick county was taken olf from Prince George's 
and then included. ^\\ the lands of Montgomery, Washington 
and Allegheiiy counties westward, there being already a town 
then called Frederick. The tobacco trade at this time was said 
to employ twenty five thou sand seamen and yield to Grea< Bri- 
tain, by exports at the duty of six pence per pound, one million 
a year, besides the consumption of seven millions pounds there. 

In 1750, some further encouragement was given to the mak- 
ing of iron, but slitting mills and tilt hammers were prohibited in 
the colonies by act of parliament. The next year Georgetown 
on Patowmack was laid out on like terms with other towns. 

Frederick only surviving son of Lord Baltimore became pro- 
prietary while a minor, by the death of his father the twenty 
third April 1751, aged fifty two years. Having already noticed 
several particulars in the private life of Charles the fifth 
Lord Baltimore, it may only be added here, that he mar- 
ried Mary daughter of sir Theodore Jansen of Wimbledon 
in Surry; that he devised the reversion of the province 
to his daughters and their male heirs, in succession, in case of 
default of such heirs to his son, and appointed Messt^. Bladen 
and Ogle two ofthe executors 5 that in the Chronicles of the 
time, he is represented as a man of elegant person and address, 
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learned himself and a patron of science, enjoying a splendid re- 
venue in a princely style, and that the parsimony of George 
the second, who confided to him the chief oflices about his sc»n, 
put it in his power to render such munificent services to the 
prince who died the same year, as would probably have secured to 
him the highest honors in the state had ^ey survived the king. 
« In 1752 the British parliament altered the calender, by which 
the new year commenced the first of January instead of the 25th 
of March, and the dates used in these sketches from the begin* 
ning, as far as could be ascertained, are according to the new 
style. Governor Ogle going to England, Benjamin Tasker, es- 
quire, was president and as such governor of the colony until 
Horatio Sharpe, esquire, was appointed governor in 17 53. Ac- 
cording to the Annual Register, the imports into England this 
year from Virginia and Maryland, amounted to six hundred and 
thirty two thousand five hundred and seventy four pounds four 
shillings and eight pence, and the exports to three hundred and 
fifty six thousand seven hundred and seventy six pounds eleven 
shillings and three pence, making a balance of two Itundred and 
seventy five thousand seven hundred and ninety seven pounds 
thirteen shillings and five pence in favour of the provinces. The 
white population is stated by other authorities to be about seven- 
ty thousand each, but soon after a very particular census of 
Maryland was published in the Gentleman's Magazine, by which 
it appears there were then in the province : 
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98357 6870 
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By the same account the number of mulattoes > 
amounted to 5 

And that of Negroes to - • . - 

Total, 



107,208 

3,592 

42,764 

153,564» 



♦ A general census of all the colonies was taken by direction 
of Congress in 1776, but the result is unknown to us. 
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la antkipstion of another war with the French, who now held 
forts and instigated the Indians on the westward from the lakes 
to the Mississippi, a congress of the provincial and colonial go- 
vernments was held at Albany in 1754, to which Benjamin 
Tasker and Charles Carroll junior esquires were sent bj Mary*- 
land, for the purpose of treating with the Six Nations : and at 
which articles of confederation were drawn up by a committee 
of which Mr. Tasker was one, for the approbation of the parlia- 
ment and colonial assemblies, but was rejected by each as too 
favorable to the other. It appears that no delegates were pre- 
sent from the royal government of Virginia or the other colonies 
south, and that a submission of all the colonial governments to 
the controul of a governw general of royal appointment, was 
the object of the crown and not likely to be assented to here. 
It was in the same year, general then colonel Washington, had 
gone to the neighbourhood of the Ohio v/itii Virginia troops, and 
first conquered and then was obliged to surrender fort Necessi- 
ty. Maryland provided for the erection of forts and blockhous- 
es towards the frontiers, sent Messrs. Tasker and Carroll to 
procure Indian alliances, and placed a number of troops under 
the command of the Maryland lieutenant colonel Dagworthy,. 
commanding at Cumberland, a new fort on the Patowmack, be- 
yond the colony's fort Frederick^ which last was near Hancock 
town and erected sometime before. Our colonel then a British 
captain only Judge Marshall says, claiming to rank above colo- 



In 1790, our population was, - White £08,647 

Slaves 103,036 
Coloured 8,043 



Total 319,726 

In 1820, the population was, - White 260,222 

Slaves 107,398 
* Coloured 39,730 

Total 407,350 



Males 206,862i^emales 200,488. Excess of males 6,374. 
The following statement published since the last census in 
IB^, is inserted here to show the present number hi each conn- 
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nel Washington thelatter refu&ed top«6s the Patowmaeii^ Afi act 
of assembly was passed '< for taking and detaining able bodied 
men," and asuppl)' of forty thousand pounds was granted for 
the service, under Dagworthy and afterwaixls under general 
Forbes. To defray the expences of which arma;men| the assem- 
bly increased the former duties, and laid taxes, viz. one shHling 
per hundred acres on land, the proprietary's manors not exempt, 
on horses forty shillings, carriages of pleasure five sliUlings per 
wheel, billiard tables sixty shillings, pedlars eighty shillings 
and on batchelors five sluUings. Judiciary proceedings and 
conveyances were also taxed, and tlie lands of the Cathdlic?s 
were assessed double ; ten pounds and afterwards fifty pounds 
were to be paid for each Indian' prisoner ov scalps being the skin 
of the crown of the head^ to any person except Soldi^s i^ Indi- 
an allies^ being tiiat kind of indemnity to which savages were 
accustomed and most likely ta tempt enemies to become 
friends. Some of them were subsidised by the colony and a 
party of Cherokees visiting the seat of government as allies^ 



ty witli the increase or decrease in ten years, to which is added 
the date of the erectioa of the respective counties. 
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r«ceiTe4 a eou^derable sum of money, and the most friendBf. 
treatment. 

Fi-om a dispute between the two branches of the legislature^ 
the upper house rejected some of the bills of supplies, and the 
province was charged with a refusal to sustain its part of the ex* 
pense of this war 5 but very unjustly, as was stated by doctor 
Franklin to the parliament; nor can there be any doubt on the 
subject, when it is recollected that the savages passed our forts 
on, the Patowmack and spread terror amongst the inhabitants of 
the oldest counties on the western shore, and to the bay side, 
after the defeat of general Braddock. They were met and rout- 
ed at St George's creek and Loyal Manning in 1758, but attack- 
ed colonel Thomas Cressap^s house, when they were also de- 
feated in 1762, a few captives being taken out of their bands and 
about three hundred pounds being paid for scalf& at the differ- 
ent engagements, agreeably to the law. 

in 1758 sir William Johnstone, appointed Indian agent by 
the government of England, with some of the governors, con- 
cluded a treaty with the Six. Nations and ^ome other Indians, 
among whom there were Nanticokes who had voluntarily gone 
from Maryland. But this treaty had been preceeded by the 
evacuation by the French and Indians of fort Dtiqnesne, now 
named fort Pitt, in honor of the minister just appointed, and 
whose councils had produced a turn of affairs so favourable as 
to endear him to the colonists. The war terminated in 176% 
three years after the accession of George the third, by the exp 
pulsion of the French and Spanish from all their colonies on this . 
continent north of the gulf of Mexico and Mississippi. The 
colonists had contributed essentially to these acquisitions, in 
which as frontiers they were so much interested; for instigating 
of the Indians by the French and Spanish, which did not cease 
even with the public hostilities, had created such violent atiimo* 
sities against those nations, in colonies exposed to savage ven- 
geance, that they entered into the contest with vigour ; indeed 
the very religion those European enemies professed became more 
obnoxious, and its professors suffered some persecutions besides 
those already noticed. The inhabitants seem to have forgotten 
Hiat liberality in which the province was founded, and which, 8^ 

8 
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•fcrly as 1676, had fostered the Protestants and prodneeff fte 
establishment of many Episcopal and other churches, to recall 
the intolerant spirit of acts passed during the unsettled state of 
the parent country and generously repealed hj their predeces* 
sors on the restoration of the province to Lord Baltimore. 
Of these dispositions the British government which had vot- 
ed some money to reimbuise the colonies, and passed some 
J^cts to encourage the importation of staves aad liead- 
ihg from them, thouglit to avail itself in 1664, laying 
new duties on sugar, coffee, wine, silks, cambrics, &c. and in 
. 1765, the colonies were subjected to stamps upon papers, legal 
and mercantile. But now a congress was assembled for very 
(Jiffercnt purposes than the last ; and William Murdock, Ed- 
\i^ard Tilghman and Thomas Ringgold, esquires, deputies, went 
from Maryland to the above^congress at New York; when it was 
declared on the part of all the colonies north of the Patowmack, 
that the colonists had the exclusive right to tax themselves, and 
the British government was ^addressed accordingly. Mr. Za- 
chariah Hood, to whom the stamps were sent for this province, 
was forced to quit Annapolis, and in fact resigned. No stamps 
were distributed or paid for in these colonies, but non-importa- 
tlon agreements were entered into generally throughout th^ 
continent An act gwas passed the next year by the assembly 
6f Maryland, to regulate the entry of vessels with passengers in- 
fected by contagious maladies, the Stamp act was repealed in 
1766 ; but, in pursuance of the authority to which they consid- 
^ed themselves entitled, the pariiament immediately asserted 
tteir power to tax th^ colonists in all cases whatever. 

Messrs. Charies Mason and Jeremiah Dixon, astronomers of 
celebnty m England, chosen and sent out by the respective pro- 
pnetanes for the purpose, completed the division lines betweeii 
the provinces of Pennsylvania and Maryland. 

' A '^?-r??^' ''"''' '^^'^^'^ a very good map was made 
and published by Dennis Griffith, esquire, in 1794, situated be- 
tween thirty eight and thirty nine degrees forty minutes north 
bititude, and one degree fifty eight eastand two degrees twenty 
four west l<mg,tude from Washington; resemblin^n ir egt^ar 
tngle, of wkch the base is the north bound, or east and C 
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line* two huDdred miles long, terminating at the. former by a 
line nearly north and soutli, of about eighty seven miliis, but 
which tlien runs eastwardlj about thirty five miles to the sea, 
and binding on that about forty five miles to the line of Yirginu^ 
tlien with that line, and the rive/ Patowmack to its head or 
sourc^ and thence by a short line dut^ north to the first mention- 
ed line or base. Maryland is supposed to contain a superfice 
of seven million acres, of which one and a half million acres 
are in water. Every part of it is within thirty miles of boatable 
navigation, and, exclusive of that, the quantities of fish render 
tlie water almost as valuable as the land. 1*he Granite ridge, 
which commences in New England and runs by the head of the 
inlets at the west side of the bay, to the southern states, divides 
this into two nearly equal parts, so that one half the soil may 
be considered original and the other alluvial : but the colonists 
found all a forest.* , 

In 1766, and in consequence as it is stated in Hanson^ 
laws, ** of the scarcity of specie & public credit being reduced 
to an extreme low condition in consequence of a difference 
which had long subsisted between the two houses respecting tbo 
claim of the clerk of the upper house, and which had for several 
years prevented the passage of the journal or of the taking any 
measures for discharging the public debts" & although there was 
4lue the pravince twenty-one thousand and eighty-eight pounds 
two shillings and six pepce sterling of tobacco debt at seven 
fihiliingt & six pence per hundred pounds, & the stim of nineteen 



* Doctor Morse having stated the quantity of lands in the state 
at fourteen thousand square miles and Dr. Seybert estimates the 
population in 1810, at 27-13 per square mile and l-19th df tlie 
population of the union, 95-63 females for every hundred males, 
45-16 slaves for every hundred free persons ; tliat the returns 
of the militia were thirty-three thousand four hundred and ten, 
and that in respect to square miles, Maryland ranked the ele- 
venth; in population the eighth ; in federal representation the 
seven6i; domestic exports the sixth; manufactures the fifth* 
and in the totals of exports^ tonnage or revenQt the fourth 
state. 
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ifaousand eight hundred & forty-one pounds one shilling and two \^ 
pence nominal money, equal at the real exchange, to eleven thou- '" 
sand nine hundred &four pounds twelve dliiUings & eight pence 
sterling, together thirty-two thousand nine hundred & ninety-two 
pounds fifteen shillings and twopence sterling, besides tweftty six 
thousand eight hundred pounds bank stock and five thousand two 
hundred and thirty pounds seventeen shiOings and two pence 
interest not invested; an emission of bills of credit was ortfercd 
to the amount of one hundred and seventy-three tliousand seven 
hundred and thirty three dollars to pay the debts. The hilts were 
'to be redeemed in 1777 by drafts on the trustees in London, 
which happening during tlie revolution, drafts on them were re- 
fused payment and was not effected of course. Three years 
fifter another emission of three hundred and eighteen thousand 
dollars was ordered, for the purpose of lending on interest to 
the inhabitants at four per cent, per annum redeemable by the 
money of the preceeding creation or by bills on London; though 
bills were to be drawn instead of issues when exchange was above 
par, and the whole was to be taken out of circulation in twelve 
years, which brought it under the predicament of tlie other; that 
is to say, to be sunk by depreciation, lost to individuals when 
received by them for money and the bank stock remained for 
the treasury. 

The investments in London, which in 1776, by the fidelity ot 
the commissioners botli at Annapolis and there, amounted 
to thirty thousand pounds sterling, survived the shock; and from 
a spirit of commercial justice in that government, elicited by the 
talents of Messrs. Chase, P i ney and other agents, six hun* 
dred and fifty thousand dollars were received in 1 805, even 
. V after a large discount to the proprietary and others in England, 
In 1767, after some favorable changes in the customs, relat- 
ing to thetiansit and duties on "West India produce in the colo- 
nies, parliament laid duties on the importation here of tea, glass, 
paper and colours from England. These were resisted as the 
stamps had been, and more violently, /or a cargo which had ar- 
rived at Annapolis was thrown into the riverj the consignees 
being themselves compelled by the inhabitants to effect it. All 
the teas were either burned, destroyed or returned from every 
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port to which they were sent, although it was declared the Y^ 
ceeds we^c to be speut in defence of the colonies^ and salted 
provision and raw hi4es wei-e to be admitted in England from 
them free of duties. 

Id 1768 a law was passed providing few tlie erection of alms 
and work houses and trustees oi' the poor in several countie$; 
wiiich by other laws has since been extended to all ; the poor 
being, previously, supplied at their own houses by county le- 
vies annually. 

Lord Baltimore had the JT\isfortune to loose his lady, who 
was Diana, -daughter of Scrope Egerton, duke of Bridge water, 
by the overturning of a carriage in 1^58, aijd not marrying 
again, led a dissolute life. He was this year prosecuted 
for an offence highly criminal, but voluntarily submitted to his 
trial in the court of King's bench setting at Kingston in Surry, 
where his country residence was, and where he asserted his in- 
nocence before a jury of the county with eloquence and suc- 
cess. , 

The Nanticoke Indians represented tliat they were few re- 
maining and were desirous to dispose of their lands, provision 
was made by law for that purpose 5 and thirty years after, the 
Chbptank Indians made a similar representation with the same 
effect, but a few of the descendants of these Indians are still, or , 
were lately, remaining in that neighborhood under the pay and 
protection of the state government. . * 

From general Wilkinson's memoirs we learn that about this 
time, doctor Henry Stevenson of Baltinioi-e, introduced- ..the 
practice of inoculation with more celebrity, at least, in this 
pait of the country by receivini; patients into his spacious new 
house there 5 which practice was succeeded by vaccination 
thirty years after, very much by the zeal of elector James 
Smith of the same place being aided by the state soon after. 

In the same year Robert Eden, esquire, who had married 
Caroline, the youngest daughter of tlie late Lord Baltimore, 
was appointed governor and arrived in Maryland., 

In 1769, Mr. William Riimsey of this province, with other 
members of the American Philosophical Society, took the levels 
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ud made estimates for a canal between tbe Chesapeake aad 
Delaware, and thirtj-five thousand dollars of bills of credit 
were authorised for erecting the present splendid state house at 
Annapolis, which was not completed before the revolution. 

Messrs* Daniel Dulany, Thomas Johnson, Jolm Hall, Wil- 
liam Paca, Charles Carroll, Barrister Lancelot Jacques and 
Charles Wallace were appointed commissioners to superintend 
fhe arection of the^state^house, on a spacious eminence for the 
improvement of which, 500 pounds sterling were appropriatedy 
out of the bills just created. Mr. William Anderson was the 
architect, but it receive^ its present finish several years after 
by Mr. Joseph Clarke. It is chiefly built of brick made at An? 
napoUs. Its front to the south-east, is one hundred and thirty 
feet and the depth one hundred feet, divided into six rooms on 
each of two floors, besides a spacious vestibule, court-room and 
an area, about forty feet square, over which the dome, of the 
mime diameter, is raised to the height of one hundred and elevea 
' feet. After raising a few steps to the portico which is fifteen 
feet wide, the heighik from the platform to the cornish is thirty- 
six feet, and the dome, galery, acorn and spire makes the wlrole 
about two hundred feet. From the galery there is a delightful 
view of the city and harbor of Annapolis, the country round and 
Severn and South rivers, besides a distant and interesting pros* 
pect of the bay and eastern-shore. 

It was remarked in England, that the Americans who used to 
take at least eighth of the State Lottery tickets, had nearly sus- 
pended all such adventures. As no lotteries bad then been au- 
thorised by our laws, this at least was one effect of colonial retalia- 
tion. 

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica there were entered 
in Maryland in 1770, two hundred and five ships, and one bun 
dred and ninety-seven sloops, and cleared two hundred and 
twenty-eight abips and one hundred and seventy-two sloops ; 
and the amount of exports the year before, was one million, f.ve 
hundred and ffli^'f our tiumaand, four hundred and thirty dol- 
lars at four slullings and six-pence sterling per dollar. Gov- 
ernor Eden bought and improved the house at Annapoli4 used 
at present by the governors^ being confiscated during the revolu- 
tion 



Frederick the 6th and last Lord Baltimore dying in 177U 
m Italy, aged forty years, without legitimate children) the title 
of Baron of Baltimore became extinct, but Henry Harford, esq, 
a- natural son, was declared proprietary, thoa^ a minor, in Tirtuv 
of his father's will; of which Messrs, Eden, Hammeraly,Profost 
and Morris were executors, and by which Lord Baltimore gave a 
Inversion to Mrs. Windham, Mr. Harford's sister, who was first 
clandestinely married to Mr. Morris and divorced $ then tm 
his own younger sister Caroline, Mrs. Eden, with a lefftcf of 
twenty thousand pounds between h^r and his oldest sister Lou- 
isa, then Mrs. Browning, if they assented to the will. 

Whatever was the aberance of the last Lord Baltimore, 
he did not participate in the late offensive measoresa Mary- 
land continued to grow in people, wealth and happiness un- 
der his proprietaryship. Men of genius and enterprise wer» 
found in every county, and the capital had become a little court 
of taste lind fashion. If the tree which was so fidrly planted 
by Cecilius, and so faithfully nurtured by the first and seconA 
Charles, yielded a fiiiit of which the exubeomce intoxicated their 
successor, the stock increased, spreading its branchelsnuyestiiud-^ 
ly, and the excrecences \mng lopped off in later times, it re- 
fnains an beir-loom, of which they who claim it by adoption as 
well as those who hold it from birthright, may well be j^roud. 

The exports to and imports from Great Brita^ in 177S 
^ere greater than they had been twenty years before, becanse 
these colonies increased in wealth by the mo^re eact«iftf«L 
trade with the interior and other colonies lately acquked : A» 
^e importations from England must have been materially af- 
fected by public and private associations to use domestic goods.' 
Much of this trade was no doi^f .forced, m Britidh account, ts* 
pecially that of imports here, in anticifialion ^ a total loss of 
the market 

Provision was made by the legislatures of Maryland and 
Virginia for erecting a light-bouse on Ciqie HeAry, by a duty of 
four pence p^r ton on vessels entering either col<Hiy. Itie juris- 
Miction of the coxuUj courts was now extended in criminal 
cases and matters pi debt, to be concurrent mih that of tiie pro- 
vincial court A concurrent jurisdiction with Ae Chancellor ih 
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etses itt eqsity not eiceedin* twenty pounds, had been^i ven the 
.county courts in 1763; the jurisdiction of .single justices was 
now extended to fifty shillings, or eight dollars and thirty -three 
and a third events, without fees ^ and the toiiacco fees were reg- 
uhited at rates which, whea reduced to money at one dollar 
aixty*8tx and two-thirds per cent, were exceedingly low/ as 
they have been always and continue in Maryland, as well as 
tile salaries of all offices. It appears that dele^tes to the assem- 
bly receiveil a compensation in proportion to their, expences 
from early times, and justices of the peace and jiirors also, whilst 
attending court 

The limitatioii of jurisdiction to the proTincial court in all 
criminal cases which were capital, except committed by negroesf 
nntil now ; would have been an intolerable grievance to the 
counties, if the perpetration of such crimes had been frequent. 
The same cause as to civil affairs, the charge of attending tlie 
higii court at the seat of government, in all important cases^ 
must have prohibited- tlie people from a baneful spirit of litiga- 
' tion. To have been so much exempted from contests among one 
another, from murders and felonies destructive to life and morals, 
wasno doubt a source of great happiness ; and to be relieved 
from the pain of witnessing executions or other capital punish- 
ments, in great measure, could scarcely be. less condusive to hu- 
man felicity. * 

The legislature also created a. new county, by the name of 
Harford, including all that part of Baltimore county laying nortli 
an^l east of Little Gunpowder. Caroline county was erected 
out of Dordiester and Queen Anne% the same year, and a great 
road directed to be made from Cumberland to the nearest beata- 
ble navigation westward of the Allej^hany mountains, at the 
charge of the province. 

At a session held in 1774, being tlie last under the proprie- 
tary government, further penalties were prescribed for obstruct- 
ing the harbors. The principal roads to Baltimore, which in 
1804, were transfered to chartered companies and turnpiked, 
were opened, or straightened and widened, and bills of credit 
loaned for making them ; and a law authorising the dischai^ of 
debtors under two hundred pounds sterling, on delivery of theib 
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effects to the sheriffs, was the last which received the sanction of 
governor Eden. He remained undisturbed at Annapolis until 
June 1776, when he embarked in the British sloop of war Fowey, 
captain Montague, who having a flag, permitted ftigitives to goon 
boiai'd, and caused the embarkation of Mr. Eden's baggage to be 
obstructed. Some British dispatches to him being intercepted 
by general C. Lee, the general wrote the committee at Baltimore 
to arrest the governor, but they referred it to the council of safe- 
ty who did not thinit fit* or necessary to comply. J<»n- 
ing Ehinmore in the bay, the governor went to England and 
was knigltteil, but returned to Annapolis with Mr. Harford in 
17S4, and died near that city soon after. The members of coun- . 
cil and of the upper-house in 1774 and the last under the pro- 
prietary, were Benedict Calvert, John Ridout, Jolm Beaie Bord* 
ley, Geoi^e Stewart, Daniel of 8t Thomas Jenifer, Bei^Min 
Ogle, Phiiip Thomas Lee, Daniel Dulany, William Hayward, 
William Fitzhugh, George Plater and Edward Lee, esquires, 
Mr. Dulany was secratary, Mr. Fitzhugh, commissary-generaU 
Mr. Stewart judge df the court of admiralty, and with Mr. Cal- 
vert judge of the land office, Mr. Jenifer receiver-general and 
agent of the proprietary. Thomas Jennings, esquire, was attor^ 
ney-general and Robert Smith, esquire, surveyor-general ol the 
western shore, no such officer being appointed for the other shore 
for some years before ; Mr. Hay ward was chief justice and 
Messrs Bordley, Jenifer, Philip T. Lee, John Leeds, John Cooke 
and Joseph Sim, associate judges of the provincial court* , 

Prepared as the people were, the distressing accounts re* 
ceived from Massachusetts, and the encouragement received at 
the same time from Virginia, tlie towns and counties generally 
assembled and elected committees to 8uperii]iten4 the puUic 
concerns, legislative judiciivl and military ; aUd, in less than 
one month after the close of the last assembly 1774, a conven- 
tion of delegates from the towns and counties (^Maryland, met 
at Annapolis, to concert measures for the relief of Boston, then 
blockaded and the redress of grievances imposed by the British 
government We view with amazement, even now^perhaps 
more than ever, the obstinacy of that infatuation with which 
the British ministry persisted in a system of taxation of the 

9 
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colonies contalDiog^ at least three hundred thousand fightingmeB, 
three thousand miles olf, whilst thej restrained the commerce of 
the colonists, which alone would enable them to pay any taxes, 
surrounded too as that governjnent then \vas> by powerful and 
aggravated rivals; but Providence chose to restore a natural 
state of independence to a part of the new world by a miraculous 
display of human frailty in a part of Jthe old. 

Ninety-two members attended the provincial conventioHy 
which appointed Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnson, Robert 
Goldsborough, William Paca and Samuel Chase, esquires, to re- 
present the colony in a general congress ; which tliey recom- 
mended to be held at Philadelphia in September following* At 
this congress, Georgia was not at first represented, and in which 
general Washington was a delegate from Virginia; a redress of 
grievances was sought by non-importation, t6 which New- York 
did not assent at the time, and spirited remonstrances against 
restrictions, taxation, &c. address.ed to the people as well as to 
the government of England, Town and county committees 
were organised in pursuance of a recommendation of congress ; 
and as occasion required, provincial conventions assembled at 
Annapolis. The above named gentlemen with Messrs. Bordley^ 
* Jenifer, Thomas Stone, H. Hooper, Charles Carroll of Carroll- 
tQn, Bdward Lloyd, James HolUday, Thomas Snath, Charles 
Carroll, Barrister, Richard Lloyd and Robert Alexander, were 
appointed a committee of correspondence ; and they or some of 
them, with other eight or nine persons, a council of safety, from 
time to time, until the government under which we now live was 
organised. To this body great discretionary power was grant- 
ed, and the habeus corpus was partially suspended by laws 
which also jusdy. defined treasonable acts. Congress ofiered to 
cotttribmte to the liational defence, if great Britain would remove 
all restrictions on .trade and put Americans on a footing with 
other subjects in this respect, in 1775, but the British government 
at last merely proposed the abandonment of the proceeds of 
tbft du^eaand to suspend the pretentions to tax America by an 
act of parliament. 

In 1776, the Congress, in which Messrs. S« Chase, Paca» 
Stone.and Carroll of Cairollton, represented Maryland/ declar- 
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ed the independence of the Union ; having the year before, a]Ki 
pointed general Washington to the command of the American 
army stationed before Boston. Maryland received and protect- 
ed the national representatives at Baltimore being threatened by 
the British army on the Delaware, before the end of the year. 

The plan of government formed by the convention of Mary- 
land in 1776 has received several impbrtant alterations; the coun- 
ties have been divided into election districts; aU white male citi- 
zens made eligable voters^ and all others excluded and the man- 
ner of voting being changed fron viva voce to ballot. Some 
qualifications to offices have also been removed, but it is remark- 
able that all Christian ministers arc still excluded by their profes- 
sion. Eighty members, four for each county and two each for An- 
napolis and Baltimore form the house of delegates, being elected 
directly by the citizens annually, and nine senators for the west- 
ern and six for the eastern-shore, elected by half the number of the 
delegates, every five years compose the 2d branch of the legisla^i- 
tiiwc. The two branches elect the governor and five councillors 
annually, and the governor and council appoint the judges^ who 
hold their offices during good behaviour. 

It was by the convention tliat Frederick county was divid- 
ed into Frederick, Washington and Montgomery counties, and 
in 1789, Alleghany county was taken from Washington by an 
act of assembly, completing the present number of nineteen, 
eleven of which on the western and eight on the eastern side of 
the bay. ' One or two individuals at Annapdis, and as many in 
some of the counties, were pronounced enemies to the cause of 
the colonies, and underwent some persecutions and even per- 
sonal violence f but the public authorities uniformly condemned 
such violence, and prevented any serious consequences. 

<* In this memorable interval between the fall of the old ami 
the institution of the new government,'* says the late chancellor 
Hanson, in the pre&ce to his edition of the laws, <* there ap« 
peared to exist amongst us such a fund of public virtue as scarce- 
ly a parallel in the annals of the world, aldioagh many occasions 
occurred in which intemperate zeal transported men beyond the 
just bounds of moderation, not a single person fell a victim to 
the oppression of this irregular governnient;" and he continues^ 
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^ without this virtue, the opposition of a country unskilled in 
war, destitute of arms, inferior far in numbers, and wanting 
almost every thing for which it had before relied solely on its 
now inveterate enemies, the opposition of such a people to tlie 
efforts of the most powerful nation on the globe would have been 
feeble, indeed." 

Besides their own entire self-government immediately obtain- 
ed, the citizens would have 6njoyed a free intercourse with all 
the world but for the war. The church estaWishment was abo- 
lished, however, all sects of christians being equally privilegeil 
and protected, and taxes were to be no longer levied on the in- 
dividuals per/?©//, or by. classes and numbers, but according to 
their property, and as far as practicable, their means of enjoy- 
ment. 

The constitution was carried into effect with great unanimi- 
ty early in 1777. After the new senate and delegates had elect- 
ed Thomas Johnson, esquire, governor, and Mes^sr*^ Josiah Polk, 
John Rogers, Edward Lloyd, Thomas Sim Lee and Joseph Sim, 
councillors, Messrs Carroll and Brice declining, they proceeded 
to provide for the exigencies of a state of war.* Tlie continental 
and state money was made a legal tender, ancl the currency 
which had been sometime uncertain, was fixed at the rate of 
seven shillings and six pence to the dollar. 

The recruiting service was promoted, and the state sent to 
the army, under general Small wood and others at difft»rent times, 
about fourteen thousand regular troops, besides drafts of militia ; 

* Governor Johnson being twice re-elected and having 
served the three political years limited by the constitution, was 
succeeded by the following gentlemen at the several periods an- 
nexed to their names respectively: 



Thomas Sim I^e, 
William Paca, 
William Small w6od, 
John E^gcr Howard, ^ 
George Plater, 
Thomas Sim Lee, 
John Hotkins Stone, 
John Henry, 
Benjamin Ogle, 



1779 John Francis Mercer, 



1785 
1785 
1788 
1791 
1792 
1794 
1797 
1798 



Robei*t Bowie, 

Ilobert Wright, 

Edward Lloyd, 

Robert Bowie, 

Levin Winder, [ton, 

Charles Ridgely ,of Ha mp- 1 B 1 5 

diaries Goldsborough, 1818 



1801 

1803 
1806 
1809 
1811 
18IS 



Samuel Sprigs 



r&» 



1819 
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and a flotilla of galHes and small vessels were provided. Among 
other gentlemen who entered the continental arai^ fr«n thi« 
state were Messrs. Uriah Forrest and Benjanun Ford, of St 
Mary's cownty, James Wilkinson of Calvert, Philip Steuart 
and John H* Stone of Charles, Mordecai Gist, Samael Sjnith, 
John E. Howard and Nicholas R<^r8 pf Baltimore, Josias Car- 
vel Hall of Harford, Nathaniel Ramsay of Cecil, Otho H. Wil- 
liams of Washington, William Richardson and Peter Adams of 
Caroline^ James Hindman of Talbot, John Gunby and Levin 
Winder of Somerset, Moses Rawlin^ and Patrick Sim of Anne^ 
Arundel, Edward Tillard, Tliomas Woolford and Ludwick 
Wcltner of Frederick. 

The trade ot the Chesapeake was interrupted very early, 
and in tlie course of the year. Lord Howe landed the British 
army under his brother, sir William, on Elk-neck; from whence 
they proceeded to Philadelphia, after their success at Brandy- 
wine^ In the same year also, the British army under Burgoyne 
capitulated at Saratoga to general Gates. Charles Carroll, bar- 
rister, Solomon Wright and John Beale Bordley, esquires, Were 
appointed judges of the general court, and Thomas Jennings 
esquire, attorney-general. Thomas Harwood, junior, esquire^ 
was made treasurer of the western-shore, and William Hind- 
man, esquire, treasurer of the eastern-shore. 

In 17TS, the alliance was made with France, and the articles 
of confederation published by congress, and in 1781 count de 
Grassc entered the bay; and with the allied troops, general 
Washington, captured the British army and lord Comwallis at 
York. The same year, Maryland having vainly waited for as- 
surances that the western country would be considered the 
joint territory of the confederacy, assented to the articles of 
confederation* Provision being made for a court of appeals, 
Benjamin Rumsey, Benjamin Mackall, the fourth, Thomas 
Jones, Solomon Wright, and James Murray, esquires, were ap" 
pointed judges. 

In 1780, the quit rents were abolished as an acknowledge'^ 
ment of a seigniory incompatible with the ahsoluie sovereignty 
of this free and independent state, of which other colonists 
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were freed already, m it w«s sakd ; a&d every landed estate be- 
eaae allodial in^teaid of feudal, but the equal inheritance d all 
cliildrea of intestates was net deterouned against the heir at, 
ImWf until six years after. In the fneantime. all British proper- 
ty WIS confiscated ; the proprietary's manors and reserved lands 
fell to the state of course>and a treble tax was imposed on mm' 
jvrars to redeem the black and red money, by which the other 
was drawn out of circulation at various rates of depreciation and 
in successidn. 

There was however ti surfdus received, the interest of which, 
added to the receipts from duties before the federal constitution 
was adc^ted, licences and fines^ defrayed the public expendi* 
tures of the state, and g;eneral assessments of supplies ceased in 
1785; that is, before tiie monies borrowed of Messrs Vanstaphorst, 
of Amsterdam, had been repaid ; being, we believe, half a mil* 
lion, for the loan was payable in tobacco, and cost by the rise 
6f that article after the peace, as much or mere in damages as 
was first borrowed ; of the recovery of the British bank stock, 
which amounted to six hundred and fifty tliousand dollars.t 

The claims which Mr, Harford came, to urge in person after 
fte war, amounting, for the quit rents at twenty-five years pur- 
chase, to six hundred and ninety-one thousand, nine hundred 

t In 1816 exports of domestic produce from the state of Ma- 
ryland according to the official returns published, 

amounted to - - . g4,8S4,490 

and foreign products to - - 2^504,277 

making together - , - 7,338,767 

THe registered tonnage of vessels employed in foreign trade 
was r - - - - 83,123 tons* 

enrolled in the coasting trade - 64,161 
licenced vessels in the same trade 8,777 



making together 156,061 tons. 

and the revenue on customs received by the United States from 
the State of Maryland, exclusive of drawbacks and cx- 
pences of collection, amonted to 2,771,910 dollars. 

In 1798, George Town, with abodt fifty square miles, having 
been ceeped to the United States in 1791, there were as- 
sessed in Maryland, five million, four hundred and forty- 



and 8ixtjr«rtive dollars, and sixty-seTen cents; and for lands, tm 
eight hundred and sev^ity-three thousand, one Imntlred and 
seventj*8ix dolls, were rqected, but he has recrived with othee 
loyalists aconsidwable indemmtj from Ihe Irtish goremment 
as did Mrs. Browning and Mrs. Eden, a lesso* sum betweett* 
them, and about the sum of ten thousand p(mnds steriii^ was 
also obtained by Mr. Harford out of the state's stock then in 
England. 

Having by the peace of 1783 secured ^eir own indepen* 
dence, congress setting at Annapolis, received the resignation of 
general Washington, and our legislature immediately prohibited 
the introduction of slaves altogether, and declared the persons 
and property of free blacks within the guardianship of the laws 
of the state, and soon after abolished the claims of the eldest 

four thousand, two hundred and seventy- two acres of land, 
amount- - - - - 21,634,004 dollars 
16,932 houses amount to * 10,738,286 

■ ' " '■'■ I 'I 
32,372,290 dollars. 



and in 1814, the lands and improvemen 

were valued at - - - 106,490,638 dollars 
and the slaves at - - - 16,086,934 

122,577,572 dollars. 

Upon which Ihere were received in 1816, $149,099 
And by other internal taxes, - - 349,847 

The state's capital stock, as stated to the legislature in 1820, of 
whidi there was in the U, States* 
stock six per cent. - - . J^133,717 83 
United States' three per cent. - 335,104 74 
Stock in the Potowmack Company 120,444 44 
Loan to Do. SOflOO 00 

Stock in different banks of the stete 516,100 00 
Do. Frederick & York Turnpike Go. 15,000 00 
Do. Union Manufacturing Company 10,000 00 
Debts due by individuals, 
loans to schools, &c. - * 67,766 12 

amounted to $1,223,133 13j: 

II ' I III I I .^■^^i» III I II i» Ml -^ 

X This sum is stated according to the votes and proeeedings, 
though afparently short jive thousand dollars. 
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sons and divided estates equally among children of intestates, 
extended the priTileges and income of the colleges at Anaapo- 
lis and Chester united for a universitj, which they held until 
1805. Lands in Alleghany county were given the soldiers and 
ifcc land office was again opened for the sale of the vacancies at 
from two sWiliingft to ten shitlii^ per acre. Companies were 
incorporated to open and improve the navigation of the Patow* 
mack and Susquehanna rivers ; the jurisdiction of the former, 
the bay and Pocomoke rivers being adjusted on equal and just 

The capital was stated in 1801, ;to amount to one million, one 
hundred and tliirty-six thousand. If the three per cents. 
were sold at the rate now current, it would appear that 
there has been little increase or diqtiinution of capital since 
that time. 

From the statement of the last and present years it appears that 
the annual expences of about one hundred and eighty 

g*nsioners, are - - - - 18,000 dollars 
onations to colleges ... 12,000 
Penitentiary charges ... 10,000 
Legislature one session - - 35,000 
Judges salaries - - - - 32,400 
Governor, Chancellor, & other oflBcers 12,600 

Total 120,000 dollars. 



That tlie interest from U.States' stock is 18,000 
Fines and licences, retailers, pedlars, 

marriages, &c. ... 35,000 
Dividands of banks and roads - 26,000 
Sales of land, interest on debts, &c. 21,000 



Total 100,000 dollars. 



Leaving an annual deficit of about 20,000 dollars. 

and the sum of six hundred and fifty thousand dolls, received 
f(Nr the states' stock in England in 1 805, principally advanced 
on account of the United States in the late war, but returned 
for the most part, is absorbed. At the same time the half pay of 
the revolutionary soldiers has been increased in number oi pen- 
sioners and the dividends on bank stock has fallen.; still the 
only material consitleration is, whether the investments have 
been made in such institutions as are best calculated to advance 
the interest of the state by the advancement of the peoples means 
of prosperity and happiness. 
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terms with VirgiDia, bj Messrs. Jenifer, St<lne andS. Chase, on 
ttte part of Maryland. 

Loans had been obtained abroad by the State, as mentioned 
before, and bj the United States, during the war; and with the 
latter, Mr. Robert Morris was enabled to establish a Bank, and 
provide for the moat urgent expenses, after the fall of the pa- 
per money. A continental debt of about sixty millions, requir- 
ed at that time, great exertions even to pay the interest, and 
while the importations from Engt^id were excessive, the citi- 
zens were excluded from some of her dominions, and had not 
shipping to be the carriers of all their own saleable products 
any where. 

Some of the States again resorted to paper money, but Mary- 
land, by the perseverance of the smallest branch of the Legis- 
lature, refrained from a system which had been so injurious to 
many. Though in 1776 and 1777, indispensible, it was other- 
wise now, in a state, of peace and independence. l*he money 
created must have been loaned out at some risk, or lavished in 
expenses, and a people who are debtors or creditors of their 
government, are not the most likely to maintain its principles. 
So also, they who pay no taxes, or think they have nothing to 
pay, are too apt to suffer all other matters of government, to be- 
come a sport or jest, and be in danger of losing their best pri- 
vileges by their indifference. By the federal constitution, the 
power of emitting bills of credit was taken away from the State 
governments, but they may still raise money by loans or taxes; 
and any government is limited in other respects, to little purpose 
perhaps, which can borrow money or lay contributions for all 
sums, by all modes, and give and take bounties at its own discre- 
tion. For as to debts contracted by loans or otherwise, too 
many do not think of the contracts uutil they must be paid, and 
few prefer future to present advantage; with a tittle art, old 
debts are paid by new loans, until the amount has accumulated 
to such a degree that it is esteemed madness to talk of redemp- 
tion; and, as to taxes, there is a paradox of which governments 
that are popular especially, will be tempted to avail themselves; 
they will lay the Contribution upon articles which pass through 

10 



many hands between the najflfer and the c^nsuuoier} hy which the 
tax has as many advocates as coatributbrs; QAph one retains not 
^nlj that portion which was Qrst hondeiifor^ l^it 9. {MremLum for 
himsj^lfy vainly will they tax luxuries; they that buy or consume 
them, are they v^ho fi,x the price of latjiour, because the means 
are universal, and the people niay be ground down to poverty 
almost without knowing the art or the arti&t; and here is the 
paradox, that which is least burtb^nsome is the most offensive, , 
whilst that which 9^tr/^<;ts thfOdPst from the hands of hibour is 
least oppqs^d, 

Maryland and so^c; pther Stateslaid taxes and duties for the 
payment of continental debts and the support of the confeder^a* 
tion. A tender made of power to levy a duty of 6ye per cent, 
on all imports, and offers to agree to a general act of navigation 
l^y this State, were not accepted by Congress for want of the 
. ^ssent of others, and a deficiency wajs constantly experienced. 
This, with the indivi4ual embarrassments of the people, pro- 
duced the convention which first met at Annapolis in 1786, and 
in Philadelf)hiavin 1787, when the present Constitution of the 
United Stages was formedj Maryland being rejH^sented by 
Daniel of St, Thomas Jenifer, James Mc Henry, Danl. Carroll^ 
of Dudington, and Luther Martin, Esquires. 

The Constitution by them proposed, was ado{>ted very soon, 
and almost unanimously by the people of this State, s^d went 
into operation in 1789 undprthepresidency of Gen. Washington., 
The fprm of tliis government is not unlike that of Maryland 
and other Stat^ gov^rnn^nts. Its powers are expressly limited, 
<Ho prov\$)e for the common defence and general welfare of the 
Vnited States/' by enumerated grants, which include the regui- 
latipn of foreign intercourse, commerce and navigation, making 
war or peace, treaties of alliance or commerce, establishing and 
maintaining armies and navies, naturalization and bai^krupt 
laws, coining money, transportation of letters, granting patents, 
courts of justice, systems of revenue, &c. £ach States is re- 
presented by two senators, and representatives of tii^ people ac- 
cording to their numbers; Maryland having at this time nine, and 
phooses eleven electors of President a^d Vice-President) all at 
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difierentintervals of time. It is ah efficiebt if not energetic form 
of government; and has been a basis for new modeling several 
State governments, though it can never, like they sometimes had, 
^conie by fai¥ ineans, a depositary of the whole sovereignty of 
ihe peo^e. 

^ In the life of Washington, aS written by Judge T^arshall, may 
b^ sceii the hbtory of the ojiposition to the internal taxes laid 
by Congress; for which' Maryland sent trooj)^ to the westward; 
and to the beutral attitude assumed by the government in 1793. 

Thence arose the division of the citizens into two political 
parties, which was confirmed by the Treaty of Amity with Eng- 
land in 1794, and the hostilities against tHci French in 1798. 

In other books or treatises will be seeii the extraordinary in- 
crease of our wealth jind population, notwithstanding the ob- 
structions to which this nation was exposed since the close of 
the last Century, by the continued revolutiohs in Europe, and 
tiie wars which they caused; difficulties which coiitinued under 
the successors of Washington, until in 1807, all foreign trade 
was suspended above a year, by acts of Congress, and in 181^, 
the United States were forced from their iVonted neutf-ality, an(] 
plunged into another war with Great Fritaln. 

The effects of this war upon the State of Maryland, are too 
recent to be forgotten. The British landed on Patuxeht in 1 814, 
and captured the seat of the general government, but failed in 
an attempt upon Baltimore^soon after. 

Though the treaty which restored peace to uS, was silent on ihc 
major as well as the minor objects of the War, and though we 
had incurred a debt ai much greater than th&t of the former war, 
as the means of the country were then le^s thiii at the present 
period, the United States were relieved by the general cessation 
of hostilities, from the practical evils of disputed prii^ciples as- 
sumed by the belligerents in relation to neiltrals; and,.early re- 
verses having changed the scene of actic^n ilnore favourKbly to our 
arms on land, the dose of it was accompanied by achievements 
there, equal to those which had been effected ai sea^ and a confi- 
d^iied in th6 fl^ViAl pr6w)§d's aros^ becohilA^ a people arrived 
at ttsttufity. 
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